SAABTURBO
LONG RUN”




TALLADEGA

On Oetober 7. 1966 three standard Saab
2000 arbos set o on what was 1o be o
record breaking high-speed endurance
tast.

I'he Alabama Internatonal Motor
Spesduny in ' Lilladega, Alabama, U154,
[cunsidered tobe the worlid’s Gstest
racing rireuit) was chosen for the attemp
brcause lop speeds could be maintained
at all imes due to the steeply-banked
CUTVES.

The three unmadified turbo cars that
set oflon the “Tong Bun’ were randommly
sclected off the production line by an
official of the Fedération Internationale
de Sport Automaohile (FISA )L Thercatier
the 16-valve mrbocharged engine. gear-
bux and transmission were sealed before
the cars left the Saab tactory in Troll-
hiitlan, Sweden. To ensure authenticity
the entire procedure was also supervised
by a Notary Puhlic,

After a 600 wile run-in, the cars were
re-sealed and air-tfreighted to Thlladepu,

“Themain purpose of e Tong Run
project is (o wst the endurance ol oor cars
as part of our on-going testing program,’
explained Olle Granlund. chief of Saah’s
ecngine and transmission division and the
miar in charge of the Saab Turbo In dhe
Lowgy Run project, " The faet thal we are,
at the same dme, setting out toestablish
international fand world ) speed records

certinby adds an extra touch (ol excite-
el Jand will elearly show what can be
achieved by a purely standard Saah?
[As wsalen precantion, the cars were
couipped with a steel-tubed internal roll
cape and fll safely harness),

shell, Pirelli aned the Garretr Corpor-

ation — the turbocharger manufaciurer
— alsa participated in the project. Since
saah wanted to incorporate as many
evervday conditions as possible into the
test, it was decided to ron the cars on
Shell’s promium gasoline and TMO motor
ail, nnd o drive on Pirelll PEOO Vo rale
radials (the same ariginal equipment
titred on the 3000 'lurho).

Represenatives om these companies
were at the trackto see how their prodoces
thired during the world’s most gruclling
high-specd test for standard cars.

The marathon session got under way
at B0 aam. Though each car began [rom
i stunding stagered start. they all regis-
tered speeds in excess of 125 mph before
completing the brst Lap.

Ower the nexr 20 days and nights the
three Turbo cars were pushed non-stop al
full thirottle. They anly pansed tor re-
tueling, tire changes and servicing,

NASCAR officials were af the track to
take charge ot time keeping and {echnical
chevks ou belwl ol FISA, The clocks were
kept running even while the cars were in



the pits,

The cars traveled equidistant through-
out the praject to make sure there was
no speed advantage pained Gom slip
streaming.

The first international specd record
fell five minutes after the waving of'the
green start tlag, The fastest of the three
Suabs Dew past the 10 km mark at an
average speed of 126,004 mph.

The second international speed record
came minutes laterywhen the same ear
had completed 10 miles at an average
speed of 128770 mph.

By the 24th hour each of the cars had
clocksd np the equivalent mileage it
would take to drive from coast-to-coast
on the continental ULS.AL At the sane time,
the cars had esiablished 135 international
speed records. The highest average speed
fduring the frst day was 136.678 mph,
which is faster than the car’s indicated
tor speed.

[t wasi't smooth sailing at all tioes,
Unseasonable rain, fog, heavy wind and a
temporary loss of lighting around the
rack, didn't make it any caster for the
driviers (o rownd the 266 mile circoil.

The weather got so bad that oflicials
offered to stop the clocks ifSaalk wanted
to wair for the oreential rainstorms o
pass. Saab pressed an regardless.

Mistory was made on the 16th nighi
when the fistest ol the Saab Turbos swept
pust the 50,000 mile mark at an average
speed of 132.702 mph — breaking the
world record set by Ford in 189635, It was
anly fitting that Olle Granlond was
hehind the wheel.

“It is & fantastic feeling! This must be
the world’s fistesi quality control? said a
Jubilant M, Granlund. ¥ everything
runs as stnoothly as 1 s, we will stand
i good chanee ofbreaking the world
record for 100,000 km??

i, Granlund proved right. The cars
cotitinued at their “pedal ro the metal™
pace day aned night.

The climax came ar 612 pan. on
October 26 when Olle Granlund look Car
Noy, 2 into the pits after it had passed the
100,000 km mark ar the world record-
setting average speed of 132,342 mph

(213.24% kan /h ).

The two other cars soared past the
milestone during the wee 11;:111'.'1' ol
Cetoher 27,

But the *Long Run™ wasn' overn
Mot et

Oy thie afternoom ot October 27,

Journaliss from many of the world’s

leading car magazines arrived in a char-
tered plane tosee and test drive the
record-seting Sazbs.

At 4 pam, that days Les Rivher,
NASCAR's chiefofficial at the track.
waved the checkered tlag to bring the
*Long Run™ {o an end,

With the engines shut off and the
records just walting approval, te saah
‘Tarho “In the Long Run” ream could
begin celebratng their achicverient,

Evervone agreed thar 21 international
speed records and two world records were
conclusive evidence of what an exclus-
ively-appointed five seater could da.



DAY IN DAY OUT PERFORMANCE

Watching the cars sprint around the cireuit o few
diys before the official start of the Suab Turbo
“In the Long Run a WASUAR official remarked
“This won't take long. 101 all e over in a fow dhirys;
A weekat the most. No car can last 100,000 km at
tilll speed on this frack)

NASCAR’S doubrs were only natural.

“The Americans were really surprised that we
kepl going when it rained. They never rum a corm-
petition in such circumstances? said Olle Granlomd.

The heavy rains and winds pushed the team of
mainly amatewr drivers to the limit,

Keeping in line with the “standard” nature of
the project, it was decided to nse as many “ordinary”

Afier afew davs of high-speed driving and a
number ofinternational speed records lalen the
prople afthis organization had become deeply
impressed, Even local citizens started coming o the
track o see what the “eruzy Swedes” were up .

To everyones dishelief | cxcept Saabi’s) the three
Turba cars kept running and ronning at top speeds
cay i and day out. This can be directly altribted
e the car’s power source — Saab’s third generation
DOHC 16-valve intercoaled murbocharged engine,
which was run at extremely high rpmm propel the
curs at full- throtile speeds. The turboehargers ran
At 100,000 rpm.

Uhe cars continued at rremendoys speedds
though torrential rains (uncharacteriste Cicloher
weather for Alabama) threeatened to flosd the mack,
Tven when night driving became nearly impossible
atter the track lights thiled. the cars soared on.
(Awhite florescent line had been painted along
the infield which enabled the drivers to mainiin
daytime speeds with full safely even while #Onming
around the eireuit during nightly thunderstorms. )

Even though front-wheel drive Saabs sre
renowned for being an exceptional bad weather
vehicle, NASCAR's officials were prepared to siop
the cars and the clocks iFdriving conditions became
too diflicult. Rain cerrainly wasn't going ta stop the
Saub team, though it did result in a slight drap in
average speeds. Lap Hmes rose from 689 seconds (o
71 seconds which led o an average hourly tirop
of 3 mph.

drivers as possible. However, a fow exceptions were
ade (o build a full team ) by including such top
swedish rally drivers as Eril Caclsson, anders
Norstedt. Dert] Johansson. Kell Olofsson and race
cardriver Giiran Johansson,

Team members deove in 2-hour shiffs,

“Tongh but fund’ commented legendary
rally driver Erik Carlsson after handing the wlieol
o anather, “The ear runs as smooth as can be, but
vou have to be an the alert at all Gmes at the speets
we are fraveling. The bends are so heavily banked
that you don't have to ler up an the sas pedal.

But you really feel irin your whaole body when vou
swing around the bends at over 135 mph?

As the test progressed, NASCAR officials began
to change their tune.

“This type of endurance has never beetl carried
out betore in the United Stales, Saab’s Long Run will
certainly be talked about in the antomaotive waorld
fura long time to come! summed up one official,

Anotherwent an o sy “T thonght it was puing
t b a bit boring. vou kiow turbocharged produce-
Hom cavs and that sort of thing, But it wasu'|
meonotonous, This was a really interesting test
— Iwasimpressed by it And thar engine: it o

helluva racing engine”
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LIFE IN THE PITS

Car No. 2 zips into the pits [or ils specied 12,000
wiile service check

Lilee a well-viled muchine, the pit crewwhirl into
action. Almaost instinctively, a mechanic theusts the
gas nozzale inte the gas ok, feeding the cor with
shell premium gasoline, Anoiher voe slides effiri-
lessly under the car to drain the oil. et anather
pops opien the hood to replace the filiers. chaoge the
plugs and insert the Shell T8O maotor ndl. A quick

check of the tires, fan helt and various chassis
mountings aad the service is over and the caris off
In pursait of 100,000 km.

Aypical four minutes in the pits tor the Saab
Turba “In the Long Run” seiviee tean.,

Life was never dull for the 32-man erew: Several
fimes an hour they were prowded inig action by the
arrival of one of the three cars. During these re-
fueling stops. the oil was checked and. ifneed be.
the tires changed, Because of the severe stress and
sicle slip eaused by the high latern] and vertical
g-torees (1.5 down and 0.5 side ) indueed by the
steep banking. the coew replaced the Piralli PGO0O
fires an the front wheels every 12 hours and on the
rear wheels every 24 honrs.,

Crocassionally de pic crew’s rhyvtlun was dis-
rupted by the unexpected,

During the fivst day the water pomp on Car
N, 3 began to leak, hur it took only 15 minates w
chiange it O the swne dags Car Ne. 1 had to male
an unexpected stop because grease was spiting oul
of the universal joint Alter putting a spot of lubiri-
camtin the joint and ftting a stronger clip on the
rubber bellows, the car was our of the pits and on
thi track.

A tew days later the oil hose w e power
Sleering on Car Now 1 ropred, A replacement also
thiled so the crew started to look elsewhere fir the
tault. They quickly found it — the servopump’s bot-
tom attachment had shaken loose  and quickly
fixed it.

A veal test ol the crew’s talents came around the
praject’s halfwiy point: Car No. 1o alier clocking np

32717 miles, was called into the pits after showing
signs ol overheating, U'he canse? A hurned oot
exbaust valve, Time was of the essence, so instead
of grinding o new valve, the evlinder liead was
replaced. For salenss suke. the Garrett 123 turbo-
chargerand fuel pump were also replaced,

The other tao cars went through the sume pro-
cedure on the following daw

{According (o FISA's rales, the ears could only
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use the spares they carried. The weight of the spare
parts was restricled to Ave percent of the car's torl
weight plus 44 pounds; 191 pounds in all),

Although the mental and physical sorain puton
the crew mav noel equate with e strain puton the
cirs, itwas o gruelling time for these 32 mechanics
[sorme who doubled as deivers T who worled in
eighi-honr shifts.

The crew endured the long hours, blaring sun
and pounding rain, and ensured that the cars main-
tained peak performance throughout their long run.

And after the last kilometer was completed, the
ereve quickly furoed their altentions o the sueet
taste of success and thrill ofbeing part of the
record-setting team,
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WHAT THE EXPERTS SAID

After each of the cars had past the
100,000 lkam milestone and before
they were sent back to Sweden fora
technical postmortem, Saah invited
members from the international
motoring press to drive the record-
breaking Turbos. Here's what they
had o sax

“Cerlainly one af the nicer aspects of
driving the Saab 2000 Turbeo s that it
does everything so well withont a Lot off
effort; and I think that’s the secret of its
success, It instills a grear deal of condi-
dencein the driver and makes forrelaxing
motoring even at speeds in excess of 130
mph. Certainly ifi performs in this
manner under record seting conditions.
imagine the pleasure ol driving the 5000
Turbe in a real-world environment. 1 can
think atverydew cars that could approach
what Saah has accomplished in depend-
ahility, speed and comfort at amy price”

Bill Worner
Road & Track
United Stotes of Arerioo

“1 was surprised af the lack of drama and
noise al speeds canstantly indicared in
exeess of 1440 mph. bur the ferocity of the
bumps oo the first 35 degree hanking
emphasized that this truly has heen just
as much a test of chassis { Particularly the
redr suspersion as 1l was of a turbo-
charged engine under full boost,

“There were abisolutely no thumps or
groans from the running gear and the car
generally felt as taut as one could hope
for after such a rugged test session.

The gearchange worked Juently and
I was more surprised at the sheer speed
afthis 1t-valve front-wheel drive sedan?”

vy Wielton
Moloring News
Gt Hritoin

"W have the Formula 1.We have the Rally
World Championship, We have the Paris-
Dakar rally All of these represent motos
racing at s very best, The motor racing
seeneis full of records and sensations,
Sowhal is o world record set on o frack
somewhere in the wilds ol America worih
nowsdas

“Thave been usked this question rmany
times, Thaven't answered the question
direciy preferving to tell people thar 1
sy three Saab 9000 Turbos driving for
three weels, Davand night round the
clock. In that time, they covered 100,000
fan C62000 miles ). They were perfectly
ordinany carss straight from (he assembly

line, And all they needed was rowtine
inspections and tre changes.

“The most amiazing part ofic was the
average speed of 130 mph, When peaple
heard this they fully understood whar the
world record was worth?

Alfred Wiinzierl
Auto Bildd
West Germrany

*Ihe thing that fmpressed me most was
the tact that Saab had publicized iy
ambitious record attempt in advaned,
even mentioning the miimber of ears
taking purt. This was in defiance of'all
camventional wisdom. Usoally this kind
of attempit tkes place in e strictest
seercey and is only publicized and used
tor marketing purposes iCit s successl,
Considering the facl hat it would have
been quite possible or all three cars (o
have succumbed to the ardaous test
under comstant full load. those respion-
silile at Saab are w be congratulated on
the courage they showed in taking this
riskd

Merr Neitzli
Antomehile Revaie
Switzerlored

“Until 1 drove the car myselt, Ldidn't e
a full appreciation of whal these sutomo-
hiles had just been through,

“Think about it ety diges, 137 mph
plus 5,500 rpn. Tach engine has turned
over 166 million fmes, Bach tubo-
charger spun al least 30 hillion times,
And each piston covered a distance of
18,000 miles, Each car has covered a
distance equal to what the average
{ Enropean ) motorist drives in cight vears,
And heyve been flat-out attop speed the
whole wayp

It mayv-be years, it even before any
other car maker eould take s churge al
Saah’s records, The fest reguireent will
Te 1o build a much hetter car than the
Saab 9000 Turbo. Nobody in the world is
duing that ar the moment?

Latri Canates
Wiardel ari Hieels
Canmida

“Nothing happened ar Talladega, That is
an o wey to summarize a punishing
three-woeek marathon, but nevertheless:
nothing happened at Talladega, That was
the whole point. That was why Saab tech-
nicians aned enginecrs had labored for
veurs, thiat was why drivers drove round
the track 24 howrs o dayvwithout o break
fisr mmore than 100,000 km: 1o be sure that

b

nothing would happen, No technical tail-
ures. not a single one, interrupied the
triumiphal progress of the three sirictly
standard Saab 2000 Torbos, Evervhody
who was al Talladega has a lot of tales

to tell, bur those are the little stories,

The big story is that it Is possible to drive
100,000 km at fall throtile, over 125 mph,
with a turbo engine. That is the finest
testimonial ome can give toa fechnology
that was marginal not so long ago?”

Jeani-Freneons Mareheat
Aetto Ietdo
Froanee

“The only way to come lo grips with
Saah'’s performance was o be at the
Talladega cirenit and personally witness
the cars In action, 1 was one of the lacky
firi who could, with my own eves. attest
the cars’ incredible display of speed and
endurance,

i further underline the cars” abil-
ities, Saab invited eich ol the journalists
arthe mrack to test drive one of the record-
setting cars.

“1t surprised e (al a car, which had
been pushed io the maximum for three
weeks, conld feel so fresh. Neither the
ergine, (ransmission nor suspension
showed anvapparent signs ol logging”

Cert Karlsson
Bilsport
Sweden



FOR THE RECORD BOOK

1t's 8:00 p.m, Octaher 26. The sun’s gone down but
the exeitement is rising,

Car No. 2, with Olle Graolund in the driver’s seat,
is tast approaching the 10,000 km mark.

In just a mateer of minutes (12 o be exact)
Sanh will set the 100,000 km record at an average
specd of 132,542 mph thus shattering Ford's 23-vear
old record by mare than 22 mph,

The second Saab Turbo completes the course at
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S3:00 a.am, on the ollowing day s average speed
was 130,250 mph.

Three and a halt'hours later, the third Saab joins
the illustrious team by completing 100,000 km at
the average speed of 129,458 mph.

The three unmodified cars had been running
non-stop for 200 davs and nights, leaving the record
book for production cars in tatters. In all, Saab set
2 inrernational speed records for production cars
anl two world recards for cars in all eategories.

There's no question that Saab’s achievement is
monumental. The fact thar these standard cars weni
the distance at speeds above and beyond the call of
duty siys a fair deal about the performance and
durability ol & Saub 3000 Turbo in particolar and
the entire faab range in general,

Adter the cars had driven the equivalent of seven
trips arpund the world, M Granlund had this w
Sy

“The result o The Loog Bun® shows what
modern high pertormance car can achieve without
any special preparvalion or tuning.

e were looking for engine wear, 1 don't think
we'll find muocl Twas listening 1o the engine during
the final laps and itwas running very smoofhlv,

W are prond and happeWe believe it will be
difficult for other manufaciures to beal our records
with pure standard cars? he conchided.

10



SaAB TUREO “IN THE LoNG RUN

100,000 KM

AT 132 MPH

ALABAMA INTERNATIONAL MOTOR sPEEDWAV TALLATIDGA. Uk
OCTORER 7 - 27 1586, 21 INTERNATION AL SPEFD RECORLYS.
ZWORLI RECORTS

Hear are the vital statistics.
After the third 2000 Turbo 16 crossed the Gnishing
line, it was time to take stock ol the records.

I all, Saab set the fbllowing 21 recorids:

10 ke 126,064 mph
10 miles 128,770 mph
100 kim 135911 mph
100 miles 136.490 mph
1 hour 137010 mph
00 km 135042 mph
500 miles 134,838 mph
1,040 km 1235271 mph
1,000 miles 134.651 mph
& hours 134 8458 mph
12 hours 133.550 mph
24 hours 133.465 mph
5,000 km 133.475 mph
5,000 miles 133275 mph
10,000 k. 132 650 mph
13000 miles 132.085 mph
25,000 km 132161 mph
25,000 miles 132 863 mph
50,000 kmi 133.162 mph
S00000 miles 132,782 mph
100,000 km 132 542 mph

Imternational speed record
International speed record
International speed record
Imternational speed record

International speed record

International speed record
International speed record
International speed record
International speed record

International spoed record
|nternaticnal speed record
International speed recard

Intarnational speed record
International speed record
International speed record
International speed record
Imternational spead record
International speed record
International speed recond

WORLD RECORD
WORLD RECORD

The Saab Turbo *In the Long Run™ high-speed test
was sanetioned by FISA and run accarding to its
international rules.

Here's a few more facts and figures.

Total distance covered
[percarl:

Yeurs of normal driving
needed to achieve equal
mileage (U5A standards ):
Number of laps

{per card:

Average lap Hie:
Gasoline consumed
(per car):

Tires used

(all three cars):

Thtal pumber of engine
revolutions:

Tatal number of
wrbocharger
revolutions:

11

62,140 miles

A vears and 2 months

254,566
G945 seconds

7133 pallons
447

165 million

39 billion



Every model in Saab’s flect is a winner.

During the last two years, Saab topped a dozen
leading car autharitices ranking lists. A thivd of these
prestgions prizes have heen awarded by car experts
in the [L5.A,

It not surprising that Saab cars are named time
and fime again.

T'hars's becanse Saab cars are an exclusive means
of transportation, representation and seli~expres-
51011

Oneof Saaly's goals is (o piomeer car peribrmance
and technology. Anotheris to create refined. superior
handling and presiigions power machines that
prove their mettle on the road everyday: To fulfill
the pwner's individual demands is yet another.

Saab has a series of award-winning lines: cach
vne with s own, specific personality The lines have
a generous seope of choice 1o allow vou o find yvour
own medns of expression. Thongh the cars differ in
performance and equipment, they all provide un
exciting, challenging and sensational driving experi-
ence as attested by the numerous swards and the
records sel at Tulladepsn,

You see, our ideals mateh those of every Saah
driver. That's the kev to mar joint suceess,

THE EXPERTS' VERDICT
1985 and 1986

Saab 9000 Turbo

*“Une of the vear’s 10 best cars? Caré= Driver — USA
“Besl Engine! CardsDriver — USA
“Carof the Year? Whal Car? — United Kingdom
*Besl Spors Sedan? Jury of Automohbile
Journalists — Canada
*Best Execntive Carl’ Motor — United Kingdom
“Best Manager's Car? What Car? — United Kingdom
“Car of the Year?)' Jury of Jonrnalists — Portugal
“Best imported carin the USAT Motor Press
Association — [J5A
“One ol the 10 mostsignificant cars introduced in
19857 Avtoweelk, Editor’s Cheice — USA

Saab 9000 S

“Swelden’s Best Car) ' Ieknikens Virld - Sweden
“Best Tamily Cary’ AutoBild — West Germany

Saab 900 Turbo

“Ciood Design Produet?’ Japanese Ministry for
International Trade and Industry

“Best Mid-size Imported Cary’ Auta, Motor und
Sport — West Gerrnany:

“Best Executive Cary Wheels Magazine — Australia

Appmw.'dfur‘ advanced dr’ivi?'eig’



