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New Column: Professional Perspective

1993 Saabs: A New 9000 & new pricing
Saab's Trionic engine management system
Driving impression - '93 9000 CS

National Convention Coverage

New Products: 900 Repair Manual, Denim seat covers,

New computer software for auto enthusiasts
The Government wants your old car!

Bruce Welch and his Concours Winning 1960 GT750.
: Tim Winker photo.
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Regional
Club News
SRR R

Appalachian SAAB Club
Oct. 31 - Halloween Halocaust, location
TBA. Wendell Francis, 615/397-2172.

SAAB Owners' Club of Canada Inc.

Oct. 3 ,4 - Saab Club/BMW Club school at
Le Circuit Mont Tremblant (St. Jovite,
Quebec). $300/person for both days.

QOct. 23 - Driving school. Shannonville
Motorsport Park (Belleville). Club
membership, $125/person per day.
John Casey, 519/476-4320.

Milwaukee SAAB Club
Oct. 26 - Elections & General meeting, at
My Place, 76th & Bluemound, 7:30pm.

SAAB Club National Capital Area

Oct. 14, Nov. 9 - Monthly meetings, Davis
Library, Bethesda, MD.

Gripen Grin

This issue sent to the printer on Oct. 1, 1992

Southern California SAAB Club

Oct. 10 - A&B Saab Service, 8th Anniver-
sary Picnic, Mission Bay, CA.
619/295-6888

Oct. 24 - BBQ Octoberfest
Paul Florance, 310/493-6707.

For all car clubs

Oct. 11 - Out of the Woodwork 12, Round
Valley Recreation area, Lebanon, NJ.
Club displays welcome. Sponsored by
the TVR Car Club.
For details: 301-986-8679.

New Club - Northern California

If you'd like to help form a San Francisco
Bay Area chapter, please contact
Douglas Morse
25291 Morse Ct.
Hayward CA 94542
510/582-1858

by Andy Saksa

reprinted from the Saab Sport, Milwaukee Saab Club
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Yes friends, it's true, | did once own a two-stroke... but | didn't inhale!
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Letters to

NINES
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Convention Kudos

Thanks to the Central Ohio Saab Club
for a great National Convention! Dan
Orzano and crew did a fine job in organizing
a class event. From facility to food, it was
beyond our expectations.

For those who chose to or weren’t able
to attend this year’s event, you missed
seeing well organized and presented tech
sessions from experts across the country.
You missed an excellent opportunity to view
what I think must have been about 200 very
nice Saab, whether you like old or new
models, and the auto cross. But most of all,
you missed meeting and visiting with old
friends and making new ones. I even gota
picture of Eric Carlsson with my ten year
old grandson, which will make for an
interesting memory.

I hope everyone is making plans for
attending next year’s convention. I know
the Milwaukee Club will do a great job.

Chuck Andrews
Princeton, MN

Adventures with Eric

First of all, I'd like to thank the
committee for the convention in Columbus.
It was very well done and it appeared that
those who attended had a wonderful time.
For those of you who have never attended a
convention, you really have missed a unique
experience.

Speaking of unique experiences, I'd like
to tell you of our adventures with Eric. Our
daughters have always had a thing about
naming our cars. The name "Eric the Red"
came about because our car is Swedish, red
and very obviously a male car. The carisa
Sonett IT - number 242. This is not a story
about Erik Carlsson.

We arrived al the convention with the
car overheating and “spitting up.” In taking
Lthe car out the next day, same problem.
The wonderful Larry Williams and several
others spent a goodly portion of the
afternoon and early evening trying to figure
out the problem. A thermostat was found
at fault and taken out.

When we packed up the car to leave
the next day, the car wouldn'’t start. Pat
Tennis, in typical Saab helpfulness, poked
around and we eventually got the car

started. Mind you, the overheating problem
hadn’t been resolved and we're talking a
long trip. We live about 50 miles northwest
of Chicago. It’s 11:30 a.m. and we’re finally
off!

Every hour, for three hours, the car
faithfully overheated. We'd pull off, add
water, and off we'd go. Remember now
that we’re not shutting this car off for any
reason, so I’d sit in the car and keep the
engine revved up. We even got gasoline this
way. For some strange reason, into the
forth hour, the car seemed to maintain a
constant temperature but our eyebrows
really went up when the gearshift lever
started to pop out of gear at speed. This
happened about four times and then it too
mysteriously stopped. All the while, I kept
my eye on the clock on the dashboard. I'm
not a time watcher, but if the clock doesn’t
work, that means we have no brake lights.
Guess what kept stopping which meant a
couple of quick stops to clean up the fuses.

In the mean time, we’re getting closer
to Chicago. The moment of monumental
decisions - tollroad or no tollroad. The car
was working extremely well by now, so we
did the toll road thing.

We hit 194/180 on the south end of
Lake Michigan along with the rest of the
world, bumper to bumper, stop and go.

Eric performed like the little trouper that he
is, maintained constant good temperature,
didn’t foul out, kept its brake lights on and
got us home by 7:15 p.m. Sunday evening.

When we pulled into our driveway, Al
had a smile from ear to ear and said, "Eric
can sure make you nervous but he always
comes through."

There were no atheists on this trip!

Ruth Sutton
Barrington, IL

Late news

The 1992 Annual Convention was the
first I attended, and both my son, Davin,
and I had a great time. I enjoyed the
technical sessions, he made some new
friends among other children who attended,
and we both like seeing the amazing variety
of Saabs. The only criticisms I had was not
knowing in advance that the autocross
would be an untimed amateur event and the
confusion about the side tours. If I had
known, I would have come prepared to
participate in the autocross, and would have
avoided sending money for the tour bus.
(Those who sent money in error have been
promised a refund but so far I have not
received it).

The Convention is THE major annual
event of Saab enthusiasts and as such
should receive substantial pre-event
coverage in NINES. Unfortunately, none of
the events were described in detail in either
the April issue (when details were probably
not yet known), nor the June issue. This
would have cleared up the confusion about
the autocross and tours. A description in
the June issue may have been moot anyway,
since apparently many members did not
receive it before the Convention.

One of the advantages promoted for
the six issues per year plus the swapsheet
concept was that it would allow issues to be
out on time. The May swap sheet arrived in
June. My June issue arrived August 5th, 2
days after my September Road and Track.
Aside from that, recent issues have been full
of typographical errors, suggesting that they
were put together in a hurry.

It is very disappointing to me when I
reach into the mailbox with great anticipa-
tion, and find that my newsletter is not
there. It is an even greater disappointment
when I respond to an ad in NINES and find
that an advertised item has long ago been
sold, or that a special offer is over before I
have received word of it. I can imagine how
an advertiser feels.

Having been briefly in the publishing
business, I know the tremendous difficulties
entailed in putting together a good publica-
tion. And goodness knows, there are many
deadlines I have not met in my life. (I
would have joined the Procrastinators Club
but I just can’t seem to get around to it).
But the news has time value, and particu-
larly in the case of the convention, I think an
effort should be made to get out the
newsletter and the news on time. I hope we
can count on it in the future.

Jeff Baker
Fairport, NY

Though the cover date may be a couple
of months late, the news and ads in each
issue are as current as possible. For instance,
this issue is labeled August, but it is being put
together in September, so the information is
the latest available.

Details of the convention side trips were
published in the January issue. Dan Orzano
had sent more information on the side trips,
but I edited them due to limited space.
Format for the autocross was not decided
until the weekend of the event.

It is impossible to cram six weeks worth
of work into two weeks, so the best I can
hope for is to trim a few days each issue. The
long-term plan is to get back on schedule
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within a year.

Some have asked why we don't just drop
a few months cover date and extend
everyone's subscription, but that means
changing all renewal dates. The other
problem is that we would then get a flood of
calls asking about missing issues for a month
in which none was published.

Patience -- perfection takes time.

T.W.

Blasting through Europe

I have been recently introduced to your
club by a mutual Saab owner and I must
admit that I was surprised there was such a
club. Upon reflection, I felt relatively stupid
for having not thought that one even existed
- we have clubs for just about everything
else, eh?

One rainy Sunday in mid 1986 while
stationed in Southern Spain, my wife noted
that the local Saab representative was
having a test-drive of a 900 Turbo for those
who desired. Being bored and enjoying a
nice car, we took her up on the offer. I
distinctly remember being told to get used
to the power before we got daring (the rep
didn’t go with us - you won’t see what a car
will do if the owner is with you); I also
remember making a snide remark about the
awesome power of a four cylinder engine
before driving off. Needless to say, we were
pleasantly surprised and shocked at the
amount of power in this car! Upon return
(after a 30 minute spin) and getting out of
the car, with shaking knees, I ordered my
first Saab, a black 1986 900 Turbo EAG.

Being in the USN, I had to order the
car between trips to ships at sea and pray
that I would be “on the beach” when it
arrived. The standard waiting period
between ordering and delivery was 30 days.
At the 30 day point, my car hadn’t arrived
due to a customs paperwork snag in
Madrid, and I went to sea greatly disap-
pointed. I did, however, take a poster of the
car that I had ordered with me and spent
the next three months staring at it and
expounding on the virtues of such a car to
all who would stand still long enough. The
car arrived two days after I set sail and the
Saab rep picked it up, got the insurance and
tags taken car of and sent me a set of keys
along with a polaroid. Upon return from
sea, | hopped the first taxi, went to the rep’s
house and got my car. I roared off into the
sunset, content. I took a speed run down to
Gibraltar (through the mountains, of
course) and was in motor heaven! Sucha
car!

Roads in Southern Spain are filled
with obstacles ranging from slow Seats to a
variety of animals, both domestic and farm.
On 15 December 1986, while on the way to
work in the early morning darkness, I
happened upon a car upside down in the
ditch. Out of the car crawled a fellow sailor,
Joey, with whom I worked. I asked if he was
all right and all he could say was, “What the
hell did I hit?”” T hit the bright lights and
angled the car a bit and found a farm horse
on the side of the road, obviously the object
which Joey hit. He was relatively unscathed,
but his poor Renault was trashed. 1
thanked my lucky stars that I had been late
to work that morning, otherwise it would
have been me and my brand-new Saab that
would have hit Mr. Ed; the way I had been
driving for the past few days would have
resulted in an accident with a completely
disintegrated horse and who-knows what
kind of damage to may car as I would no
doubt have hit the horse while deep into the
TURBO ZONE. Shaken and vowing to
slow down, I went on my way.

Things were uneventful that day and
the next. On 16 December, I was heading
home from work, preparing to fly back to
the USA on the 17th to see my wife, when
IT happened. I had originally left the base
and stomped on the gas, but remembering
the horse, I slowed down to a reasonable
speed. At the last curve prior to my house,
IT happened. Iwent into a sharp curve a
little too fast; I let off the gas which caused
the rear end to slide just a hair which in turn
caused a great panic in my notwantingto-
wreckabrandnewcar mind. Hit the brakes!
Downshift and turn in the direction of the
skid! Wise advice for a rear-wheel drive car!
I did just that and the car responded like a
cat and turned to the right. The car went
off the road and hit the ditch nose-first. The
nose stuck in the ditch, but the back of the
car wasn’t content. As it flipped nose-over,
1 was singing with the tape (Slow Ride by
Foghat) and when things were said and
done, I was hanging by my seatbelt with
freshly plowed field dirt coming in my open
sunroof. Whilst hanging upside down, I
took a peek at the odometer - 623 miles. Six
days. Boy, did I feel like a jerk. I hoped
there was a gas leak, soon to be followed by
an explosion so I wouldn’t have to live this
one down. I lit a smoke (still hanging upside
down) and got my sunglasses. Joey’s face
appeared at my upside down window and he
asked if I was all right. I got out and
surveyed the damage. A bunch of people
stopped by and we flipped the car back over

and I drove straight to my insurance
company and told them I broke my car.
Three months and four thousand claims
later, I was back on the road in my perfectly
repaired car. I have since learned how to
properly handle a front wheel drive car, in
particular, a Saab (get on it in the curves).
My wife and I drove that car to
Southern Italy in the Summer of 1987 and
sold it in late 1989 after 65,000 trouble-free
miles. We bought a grey 1990 9000 Turbo
in late 1989 and have had it since. I loved
my 900, but I'm even more attached to my
9000! My dog and I drove from Southern
Italy back to Southern Spain the Summer of
1990. We averaged 120 m.p.h. through
Italy, Southern France and Northern Spain
and enjoyed every minute! Doing the
Italian Autopista at 135 m.p.h. is a dream:
driving in Germany is fun, but Italy is more
challenging. They go by rules in Germany;
in Italy you make them up as you go.
We’re hooked on these cars, as most of
us are, and plan to sell this one and buy a
’92 (the new ones have wiper on the head-
lights and I've never had a car with those).
People give me a hard time for not
buying American and I tell them the same
thing: as soon as Americans start building
cars that are this safe, this comfortable, this
economical, this fast, this roomy, this
reliable, this downright well-designed, I'LL
BUY ONE! Until then, it’s Saab for my
wife and I!
Ted Carwile
FPO AE

Cavalier attitude

The British magazine, Automotor and
Sport, said in its June 2, 1992 issue that the
upcoming 900 replacement is "based on the
floorpan of the Vauxhall Cavalier" but that
"three years of development has stretched
any resemblance to the breaking point."

Recently, I drove two rental Vauxhall
Cavaliers, a 1992 GL 2.0i 5 door with 700
miles on the odometer and a 1992 SRi 5
door. These models are twins of the Opel
Vectra and do not resemble the U.S.
market Chevrolet Cavalier.

This was a novel and interesting
experience but should not substitute an
actual test drive of the 900 replacement.

Both the GL 2.0i and SRi have a
transverse mounted, 8 valve 2.0-liter
injected engine on the right side of the
engine compartment. Exterior size and
width is roughly similar to the current 900.
Interior room in the front and rear seats of

m
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these sunroof equipped cars was good for
this 6'1" driver. There is a medium sized
floor hump and the fuse box had an empty
slot for 4 wheel drive. The hatch lid does
not have a hidden handle as the 900 does.
Bumpers match the car's exterior but the
color rubs off if contact is made during
parking. Both Cavaliers were fitted with 15
inch wheels.

The Gl 2.0i model was driven on the
isle of Jersey (an independent island with
ties to Britain). Narrow roads with adjacent
stone walls and lack of any shoulder
necessitates precise driving. Handling, in
this respect, is good and an improvement
over many American rental cars. Aggres-
sive driving and fast cornering were
prudently avoided. Quick lane changes,
caused by accidently driving on the right
(incorrect) side of the road did not result in
excessive body roll.

Automotor and Sport reports that 25%
of the part content for the 900 replacement
are Saab parts, 25% are GM parts, and 50%
are new parts.

1 would opt for the GM parts in these
two Vauxhalls for the removable rear
headrest which are attached to the parcel
shelf. However, I forgot to notice whether
this shelf is removable as in the 900.
Rubber mats in the glove compartment,
center console, and passenger side storage
bins are useful to reduce shifting of
contents. Both Vauxhall's have rear wipers
and leather shifter boots. Automotor and
Sport notes that a British-made 2.5 V6 is
planned for production. On the other hand,
part of the beauty of a Saab is its 4 cylinder
engine.

Saab "stove top" heater knobs are
easier to turn than a linear arrangement.
The Vauxhall's fan speed knob, in a similar
fashion to Saab's seat heater thermostat,
requires a thumb to operate and is prone to
overshoot. Saab's lighting and green
dashboard illumination appears better from
an ergonomic standpoint. Saab's don't use a
rod to support an open hood either.

In short, based on limited test experi-
ence, I found the two Vauxhall Cavaliers
decent cars, but in need of further develop-
ment to satisfy Saab drivers. In the U.S.
market, I am not certain if they would fit
American tastes, but I would consider them
if I were looking for a car less expensive
than a 900 and the cars were priced as such.

Jersey, an island of, perhaps, 60,000
people, has one Saab/Mitsubishi dealer with
an interior showroom stocked with 3 Saabs.
Some dealers also sell gasoline. In contrast,

I am not aware of any Saab dealers in the
entire state of Arkansas or in Northern
Louisiana. Therefore, the new 900 is not
likely to be a heavy seller in that region!
Saabs are the only car I saw with a
center brake light, probably a result of U.S.
requirements, All cars in Jersey have fender
mounted yellow turn signals. French Saabs,
however, only have 2, not 5 brake lights,
probably because of local regulations. Isaw
a 9000 with low front headlights during this
trip. Its front corner turn signal only had a
yellow light, not the additional white turning
light that U.S. 9000 with taller lights have.
David Yee

Finely tuned

I was thumbing through the latest
edition of "MUSICAL HERITAGE
REVIEW" (Vol. 16, No. 7, 1992 Release
475) when I happened across a review of
guitarist Julian Bream's CD release,
"Baroque Guitar." Written by a William
Zagorski, the second and third paragraphs
seemed worth sharing with your readers,
and Jack Ashcratft in particular.

"I have been fascinated by the guitar
for years. In a world of ever increasing high-
tech complexity, I find it miraculous that so
much superb music can come from so
uncomplicated and straightforward a device.
Like the old SAAB 96 two-stroke engine
(an extremely simple and elegant machine),
the guitar has very few moving parts,
discounting the tuning machines, only the
vibrating strings. As I urge my clever
automotive analogy further into the
semantic thicket, I find a problem with that
old SAAB motor of yesteryear and three
pistons, three connecting rods, and a
crankshaft, for a total of seven active
components, all indulging in a violent orgy
of reciprocation and rotational movement.
Given this standard for a "moving part," the
guitar, arguably, has none, the only active
component that really counts is the finger of
the player. Once a string is plucked,
however, the whole apparatus becomes a
moving part, and if the performer is gifted, a
musically moving one as well."

I take exception with the "violent orgy
of reciprocating and rotational movement,"
for if the 96 is properly tuned it will be every
bit as much a moving experience as the
guitar - and definitely a lot faster.

Should the guitar possibly be named as
the preferred musical instrument for Saab
owners?

Phil Hinde

ﬁ
FOREIGN
AUTO PARTS

KYB GAS SHOCKS - $26.09

99/900 MUFFLERS WITH
CONNECTOR PIPE - $52.82

MANN OIL FILTERS - $6.86
BALL JOINTS - $27.43

REPCO METAL MASTER
BRAKE PADS - From $22.21

N.G.K. SPARK PLUGS - $1.94

HALOGEN BULBS
H9004 - $9.95

AIR FILTERS,
99/900 Non-turbo - $7.95

REBUILT STARTERS,
ALTERNATORS, CALIPERS,
BOSCH IGN. & F.l. PARTS
AND LOTS MORE!!!
AT DISCOUNT PRICES

M/C AND VISA WELCOME
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

50 CANAL STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301

802/254-8729

U.S.TOLL-FREE

800-544-4600
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Net, working
First, it can not be said enough that
people like you make the difference. The
work you do is the work of linking people
with common interest together. You do it
well, and we thank you for it. The alterna-
tive is that we grope around in an informa-
tional vacuum. You help to kindle the fire
of enthusiasm that adds to the quality of life.
So often we focus on the cars, but it is really
the people sharing a common interest that
we should look at. Many (the majority?) of
the subscribers to the newsletter are not
joiners of social clubs. 1 know I'm not. And
although we choose not to join, we still
£njoy communicating - on our Own terms -
with others of similar interests. The
newsletter is an important link for those of
us who are "doers" but not "joiners".
Thanks Tim.
Wes Verkaart
& all the other members with similar
feeling I am sure are out there.

Just in time

The sample edition that you sent me
several months ago solved a parts problem.
By obtaining the telephone numbers of

several dealers specializing in parts, I was
able to find a part that had been "on
national back order for several months."
Why the local dealer was unable to do what
I did is a mystery to me. I had the part sent
to an independent shop that had worked on
my 9000 previously and was back on the
road without waiting for the dealer to
produce.

Here is a tip that might save another
Saab owner some grief: When one hears a
noise similar to a power steering squeal, dry
bearing, water pump noise, or fan belt
slipping and it isn't, check the harmonic
balancer pulley. There have been a number
of failures on the pulley for both 900 and
9000 models in the Southwest. The pulley is
made in several pieces and when the rubber
insert starts to go, the noise begins. This
noise can be intermittent but will get worse
and eventually the pulley will come apart.
Just looking at the pulley will not always
disclose the problem. The replacement part
has been re-designed and should have a
much longer life.

Bob Tuttle, Jr.
Austin TX

Plastic + Performance = Saab Fun

dIlDRCWN
4 A 1\
INC. OF PRINCETON
VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Check us out on Used Parts, too.
All prices plus shipping

Plastic Front License Plate Brackets for 900s means an end to rust-frozen
screws, no paint appearance problems and hassle-free installation of license
plates. You won' find these in the Saab Accessories brochure, so buy 'em at
(i0a(a U R C A AL S M

Bene-Vento Sunroof Wind Deflectors for 99 and 900 look as good as Saab OE
and installation is a "breeze". Compare to Saab list at $84.00. .............. $45.00

Headlight covers are available for almost all 900s and 9000s.
replacement can be expensive (upto $155 for one side!) and these attractive clear
covers do a great job of protection. .......

Performance means Group 6 products! We were so impressed with this stuff
that we asked Frank at Group 6 Performance to make us his Upper Midwest
distributor. Let us handle your performance needs with sport exhaust, stainless
steel brake lines, timing control computers, air inlet kits and much more. Same
low prices as Group 6. Information packet available.

............................................. $25.00

Headlight

................................................. $49.50

CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-882-7220

or 612 / 389-3805

(Fax#: 612-389-3875)

3558 Brickton Road
Princeton, MN 55371

Past issues

Boy, this old stuff is great!!! Ilearned
how to build an inexpensive radiator for my
96 with an electric cooling fan, replace
expensive dealer parts with generic stuff
usually from junkyards, and do all kinds of
diagnostic work. What a wealth of experi-
ence is in just the few back issues I have
been able to glean since before I became a
member in 1991.

One feature which I don't see anymore
is the Nelson/Vanlandingham column,
"News from Saab Clubs Around the World."
In Jan. '89 it described a cooling system
modification for V4's, promising details to
come, but I never saw anything more of it,
let alone the specs and diagrams which allow
someone like me, not a line mechanic but
simply eager to learn, to build interesting
devices and continue to keep Jenny (my 96)
purring through the '90's.

1 refuse to complain about there being
too many 9000 articles about skipping CD
players, what executives are coming and
going and the latest spoilers and such yuppie
trinkets. It is my fault for not writing more
and also the fault of other guys who are
morally and professionally obligated to send
in gems about older Saabs.

Robert Wagner
Brooklyn NY

P.S. Dick Grossman printed that the
"only way GM will change is to line up those
directors against a brick wall." However,
GM may irrevocably change Saab, and the
worst change may be in the production of a
Saab that just can't be told apart from a
GM. I'm seeing more and more 9000s up
on the hook, dead on the road, than ever
before...

Randy Nelson and John Vanlanding-
ham stopped doing their column due to other
commitments. We still swap newsletters with
other Saab Clubs and would appreciate
someone who could translate them and put
the information gleaned into a column.

We're looking for someone with a back-
ground in several languages, including
Swedish, German, Norwegian, Austrian, and/
or Hebrew (from the Saab Club of Israel).

The only thing at Saab that has changed
under GM co-ownership is that the company
has pared down and become more efficient
under GM management. GM recognizes that
Saab makes a unique product and tampering
with it would dilute an already small market.

There have also been recent shakeups in
the hierarcy at GM. As their market share
dips, change seems inevitable.

TwW.
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SAAB Kilinik
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Submit your questions with as complete information on the problem as possible, also giving the
year and model of SAAB. Problems of general interest will be answered here. No requests for
personal replies please. Questions which would require modification of, or would defeat Federally
required emissions systems will not be answered. For a proper diagnosis, it is recommended that
you contact an authorized SAAB dealer or repair shop.

Send your questions to: SAAB KLINIK, 2416 London Road, Unit 900, Duluth, MN 55812-2221

1 have a problem with the driver’s
power window switch. I recently repaired
the power window switches according to the
article in the January '92 issue of NINES.
After I soldered the bulb, I found the two
copper pieces inside this particular switch
were not interchangeable, but I believe 1
have them installed correctly. I have tried
bending the thin flat stainless piece between
the two copper contacts because the fuse
kept blowing. Now when the window
reaches [ull height and I lift my finger from
the switch, the window goes back down.

The top of the steering wheel in my '88
9000 Turbo with airbag system, blocks my
view of the turn signal indicators and the top
of the gauges. Is there any way to adjust the
wheel to keep the airbag system, yet allow
an unobstructed view of the dispaly?

Frederick I Huganir
Carlisle PA

Obviously the contact arms are not
installed properly in the window switch.

Since you've been bending and moving the
elements inside the switch, maybe the best

thing to do is purchase a used switch from
one of the “Nines” vendors in this issue.

It seems the seating position is higher in
air bag equipped cars, so much higher in fact,
that some people object to the lack of
_ headroom in the later cars. I'm certain
! SAAB designers had a good reason for
' raising the seat in the air bag cars and I am

not in a position to advise changing any
aspect of the seat/fascia relationship.

This letter is concerning TECHNICAL
TALK, "Gauges in the 900 Dash", Oct. '91.
I have a *90 9008 with the same gauges
installed in the center console by the dealer
when purchased. They all work well except
that the outside temp. gauge tends to read
about 3 degrees centigrade, (5 degrees
fahrenheit) high in city driving. It is a little
more accurate at highway speeds. The
temp. measured at the sensor with a
: thermocouple compares favorably with the
! temp. indication on the gauge when the car
' is first started. I have a Volvo with an
outside temp. gauge that is very accurate
when compared with the broadcast temp.
for the area in which I am driving. The

sensor on the Saab, when facing the front of
the car, is mounted below the leading edge
of the splash pan about five inches to the
right of the towing eye. Is this the location
that Stewart Bloom found in the directions
for mounting the sensor?

Allan Headon

Mississauga Ontario

Try relocating the sensor higher in the
Jfront end, out of the windstream but away
from the exhaust and radiator. It is appar-
ently picking up the heat from the road
surface which is why it is more accurate at
speed.

I own two Saab 9000°s, an ’87 and an
’89, normally aspirated and turbo-ed
respectively. Both are automatics. The same
curious symptoms on both. First, they both
whine very loudly in first and second gear.
This is especially prevalent when the
weather is warm, over 70 degrees. Secondly,
they both have a huge howl that is appar-
ently coming from the electric fuel pump in
the tank. I've replaced one of them and that
seemed to provide no relief. Once it gets
over 70 degrees, it is almost impossible to
hear the radio over the noise. The service
dept. has looked at the pumps and doesn’t
scem to find much wrong. Third, and also
related to weather, when it is warm and
after I've driven the turbo, the car will not
engage the started unless I hold the key over
to the start position and rock the gear
selector back and forth between neutral and
park spots. It usually starts.

Jim Lauerman
Lincoln NE

The ZF automatic in the 9000 models
should be quieter than some of the examples
I have driven. The whine you refer to is not
uncommon. Both transmissions are covered
by an extended factory warranty, so rest easy.

I can’t imagine a fiel pump so noisy
that it drowns out the sound system. Be sure
the pump is not bottomed in the tank and the
fuel filter is properly isolated and not
contacting the body anywhere.

The shifter has a start inhibitor{back up
lamp switch attached to its linkage. Try
removing and cleaning the switch with
contact cleaner. If it is burnt, best replace it.

Questions regarding a 1985 900T 5
spd, 3dr:

1. 'What causes the corrosion on the
positive battery cable end and battery
post? The positive battery cable end
corrodes and must be cleaned on a
quarterly basis. When cleaning the
cable end and battery post, a baking
soda and water mixture is used to
neutralize the acid and white grease is
applied to the post and cable prior to
reinstallation.

2. Does/should power steering fluid be
replaced and at what time/mileage
intervals?

3. Interior squeaks - what if any remedies
are there? i.e. doors, (sunroof recently
repaired for squeaks and rattles).

4. How often should Red Line transmis-
sion fluid be changed?

Jim Simpson
San Francisco CA

'l probably create another hot debate
on this one but I'm inclined to think the
positive post is not sealed in the case as well
as the negative is. Usually the corrosion is
about the same on each post as gas seeps
through past the posts. (A cold beer makes
for a great corrosion buster, too!)

It can’t hurt to change any operating
fluid in any SAAB. It’s the best preventative
maintenance you can perform. There is a
filter for Saginaw power steering systems
available at your local autoparts store.

Removing squeaks begins with careful
adjustment of the door strikers so the door
solidly meets the body as when it was new.
Use silicone spray on all the weather seals
and the rubber strip on the sill. You can pull
the hatch latch in tighter and move the
rubber wedges located on either side of the
body, bringing them up to meet the brackets
on the hatch. A little Vaseline will quiet these
bumpers.

In regard to changing the synthetic
gearbox oil, fifteen thousand mile drain
intervals would be fine but not absolutely
necessary.

I am about to serve a two year tour in
Saudi Arabia, cars not allowed. So, I want to
store my '87 9008; I've had it since I picked
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it up brand new in Sweden, and have really
babied it. How would you recommend
prepping the car for two years unattended
storage? If you feel the car would suffer too
much from such storage, I suppose I'll just
sell it; need your recommendation. Thanks.
Kenny Whitley
Jacksonville AL
Instead of storing it, find someone you
trust to drive the car once a week. Driving it
long enough for the cooling system to cycle
will keep wheel bearings and transmission
hardware lubricated. Run the A/C system,
and all the power assisted accessories such as
the electric windows and mirrors. Lawn and
garden shops sell fuel stabilizers to add to the
gasoline so it doesn’t go stale.
Personally, I would sell the '87 and
purchase a 9000 CS when the tour is over!

After the warranty expires on my 90
900, I would like to find a dedicated Saab
mechanic who can service my car regularly
and keep it in peak shape indefinitely. Any
suggestions for locating such a mechanic in
my area?

The speedometer jiggles occasionally
between 45-65 mph. The dealer said he’d
have to replace the entire instrument, thus
giving me a new odometer with an incorrect
reading (000000). Is this really the only fix
and will the odometer eventually fail if I just
leave it alone?

Andy Pickett
Lincoln MA

The best way to find a good service shop
for your SAAB is to ask other SAAB owners
where they take their cars. Reputations are
established by customer loyalty and if a
particular shop is mentioned favorably
numerous times, talk to the shop personnel
and get acquainted.

It usually is the speedometer head that is
at fault when the needle shakes at speed,
however,I have yet to see the instrument fail
completely because of this problem.

I own a 88 900T with A/T and 80,000
miles. It has never, even when new,
accelerated well in warmer outside and
underhood temp’s. Acceleration and turbo
boost progressively decline above 40
degrees. Above 80+ degrees and after
warmed-up, it will hardly pull away from a
stop for a few seconds before resuming
speed. Other than this problem, the car runs
great. The engine and systems checked out
fine on an Allen Group Computer Test.

Perhaps unrelated but helpful in the
diagnosis is that the exhaust pipe is very
black and sooty. Could the problem be the
NTC temp transmitter?
Gregory Perkins
Belleville IL

Without knowing how high speed
performance is, I would guess the mixture is
rich at low engine speeds. If the mixture were
too rich, low speed conditions would hinder
performance but high speed passing would be
exhilarating. Test the NTC transmitter for
proper resistance. Ensure fuel pressure is
within spec under vacuum and pressure
changes.

Another thought on the subject brings
transmission shift points to mind. Could it
be that 1st gear is not being engaged at low
road speeds? Have the throtile cable
adjustment checked with a pressure gauge on
the transmission.

Finally, be sure the full throtile compres-
sor cut-out switch functions properly, (I'm
assuming if it’s hot weather, you're running
the A/C).

1 recently bought a 72 95 Wagon. 1 am
impressed with the craftsmanship, but the
brakes seem to be a weak point (front
calipers with top springs loose, therefore
noisy, as well as retaining spring plate very
thin).

Will retaining springs (over the
counter) work as well on the rear brake
pads/shoes?

It appears the front caliper has to be
replaced because of the spring. Is there a
place to send it for reconditioning?

In the May issue of NINES, neutering
the freewheel is suggested. It would appear
that the rationale is for preserving the
longevity of the gearbox, as loose fitting
freewheel control might cause problems.

Correct assumption?
Arthur Cunningham
Oconomowoc WI
FParis for the 96 V4 cars are readily

available from SAAB dealers or your local
independent service shop. The caliper
assemblies are $182.00 each, p/n’s 7873656
and 7873649. Look through the inventory of
brake hardware at your local autoparts store
and chances are good you'll find the brake

. shoe hardware you need. Still available from

SAAB, the numbers are 7162233 for the shoe
retaining springs and 7175037, 7192719 &
727 for the reaction springs.

The free-wheel conirol is necessary for 2

cycle SAABs when engine overrun could be
hazardous to its health. Your V-4 will work
Jjust fine without free-wheeling, though if you
reside in an area with lots of hills, coasting
downhill with the engine idling can be
economical albeit hard on brake linings.

Is there a kit that would remote mount
the oil filter on a *86 Saab 9000T for access
in the engine bay? I change my own oil
(frequently in the air cooled Turbos) and
would like to avoid the problems with hot
exhaust and oil as well as restricted access to
remove the filter from under the car.

Jan Hurd
Ridgefield CT

A remote filter would certainly ease
routine changes but I don’t know of a good
location in the 9000 engine bay. Among the
vendors here in NINES, SAS in Portland,
Oregon comes to mind. They offer just the
adapter or a complete kit. Their order line is
503-287-5204. Remember, the longer the run
of hose, the more time it will take 1o gain
optimum oil pressure, especially in cold
weather.

I would like to know what ‘Generic’
type parts could be utilized for my *79 Saab
9008 except the expensive Saab replace-
ment parts. These parts would be such
things as; alternators, starters, A/C com-
pressors, etc.

Terry Parsons
San Jose CA

Generic? I think you'll find reasonable
prices for the parts you mention from any one
of the venders here in NINES including those
who sell used (road tested) parts. I know of
a fellow who purchased an exchange GM R-
4 A/C compressor from “Pep Boys” for only
$99.00 a couple years ago and it’s still
working in his *79 900 turbo.

In response to the idea of welding a
washer to the clutch pedal, this works very
well but still gives only the outer portions of
the pin support. I have for many years
repaired these pedals with an exhaust stud
spacer p/n 9306812. This will support the
entire pin and give much longer life to the
repair.

Charlie Haigh
Fairfied VT

The “Golden Vice-Grip” award to you.
A very ingenious fix that will definitely outlast
the car itself!

#

8




How should_r'
a 16-valvc reall"

92-08 August 1992

MTL. - Manual Transaxle
Lubricant - SAE 80W GL-4
® Perfect synchro friction coefficient
® Eliminates notchy shifting
® Excellent shifting even when cold
® High-performance gear protection
® Non-corrosive to synchronizers
SI-1 Fuel Injector &
Intake Valve Detergent
@ One bottle cleans injectors to
nearly 100% efficiency
® Cleans intake valve deposits
® Helps restore fuel efficiency

® Cleans emission control systems

Red Line Synthetic Oil Corporation

3450 Pacheco Blvd. Martinez. CA 94553
(800) 624-7958
Call or write for technical literature

NICHOLAS PELLEGRINO
FOREIGN MOTOR REPAIR

SALES SAAB SERVICE

282 ENFIELD MAIN RD. ITHACA, NY 14850

607/272-8259

NOKIA HAKKAPELIITA
SNOW TIRES

185/65-15 T HAKKA 10

MOUNTED AND BALANCED

ON 900 OR. 9000 STEEL RIMS
$125.00

185/65-15 T NR 09 ON STEEL

RIMS $110.00

SPECIAL OCT14TO 19

NR0O9 HAKKA 10

185/65-15 $§485 $60

165-15 $47

REGULAR PRICE

185/65-15T $56 $64

165-15 $53

18 OTHER SIZES IN STOCK

TIRE STUDDING $12

NEW NOKIA NRT
ALL SEASON TIRE
185/65-15 $63

1.7 & 1.85 -20 MAIN BEARINS §13
63-76 99 F TURN SIGNAL $99PR
G & G SERVICE
4073 HUBERTUS RD
HUBERTUS, WI 53033
MASTERCARD & VISA
414-628-1716

165-15 ROLLSTER $45
185/65-15 ROLLSTER $51
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Radiator Fan

Time-Delay Relay
Application: Certain 900s & 9000s
PSI 06/92-0218, Sec. 3/Pg. 23

On certain 900 and 9000 cars, the radia-
tor fan may not shut off after the 10 minute
cool down period and in some cases causes the
battery Lo go dead. Therefore, production of
the time-delay relay, P/N 95 63 339, for the
radiator fan has been discontinued. Itissuper-
seded bythe standard relay, P/N 8522310. On

8622310
9563 aas@

%

Figure 1 - Time-delay relay, radiator
fan - 900 models

95 §3 339 85 22 310

1990-on 900 models and 1989-on 9000 mod-
els, these relays are fully interchangeable and
the standard relay (P/N 85 22 310) should be
installed as a replacement part, when needed.

Cars affected:

900 Models, VIN M2500001-
VIN M5010549-
VIN M7019458-

9000 Models, VIN M1020230-

Parts:

Standard Relay 8522310

Action:

For location of the time-delay relay,
refer to Figure 1 for the 900 model and
Figure 2 for the 9000 model.

Replace old time-delay relay with new
standard relay, as needed. No modifications
are required.

Possible Horn Malfunction
Application: 99 and 900 models
PSI 06/92-0221, Sec. 6/Pg. 2

A ground foil (P/N 89 40 645) in the
steering column assembly, Figure 1, provides
a ground between the upper needle bearing
and the collapsible cage of the steering column

Ground Foil

Figure 1 - Steering Column

by wrapping around the rubber bushing. If
this ground foil is missing, the result may be a
malfunctioning horn. There have been occa-
sional complaints of this problem on 1988 900
models. Remedy by following the instructions
below.

NOTE: This problem could occur in any
99 or non-airbag equipped 900 model.

access to the bearing. Refer to Section
6, page 641 in the Service Manual.

2. Loosen the collapsible cage and
steering shaft universal joint. Remove
the bearing.

3. Fold the ground foil in half, forming a
"U", do not crease, as in Figure 2.

GROUND FOIL
" P/N 89-40-645

Joaoam

NEEDLE BEARING

RUBBER BUSHING

Figure 2 - Ground Foil Installation

4. Place the U-shaped ground foil over
the end of the rubber bushing so that
one half passes between the rubber
bushing and outside of the bearing.
The other half should run down the
outside of the rubber bushing.

5. Reinstall the bearing. The end with the
exposed ground foil should be inserted
first so that it is pointed down away
from the steering wheel.

6. Reassemble the steering column.
Verify horn functions properly.

Adding a

Starter Disable Relay
Application: 1991 Convertible models
PSI 06/92-0222, Sec. 19/Pg. 35

1991 900 Convertible models are
factory-equipped with an Alpine alarm
system that is similar to the accessory alarm
offered for other 900 models, with the
exception of the starter disable feature. The
starter disable function can be added,
however, for customers who desire this
feature by installing the relay from the
accessory kit.

ZartS: Foi 89 40 645 Faste;
SEag Sl Starter disable relay 02 46 207
Action: Torx screw 7922818
Eany : Connector pins (qty2) 8522542
Figure 2 - Time-delay relay, radiator 1. Remove the steering wheel and the
fan - 9000 models brass/plastic slip ring assembly to gain
10
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Installation Procedure:

1. Remove the bottom cushion for the
rear seat.

2. Mount the starter disable relay,
P/N 02 46 207, (figure 1) to the left of

remove jumper

Figure 1.

center on the back side of the rear seal
reinforcing bulkhead. Use the torx
screw, P/N 79 22 818. If an existing
hole is not present on the bulkhead,
drill a 9/64 in. (3.5 mm) hole.

3. Connect the harness from the relay
(orange and black wires) to the harness
from the alarm module (orange and
black wires).

4. Route the wiring harness (yellow with
orange stripe) under the bulkhead
panel to the left of the center tunnel.

5. Cut the terminals off these two wires
and install the two male connector pins,
P/N 85 22 542.

6. Locate the wiring harness leading from
the ignition switch (yellow with red
stripe). Disconnect the jumper plug
from this harness and remove the pins
from the jumper plug housing.

7. Insert the two new male plugs (in-
stalled in step 5) into the jumper plug
housing and reconnect this plug with
the harness to the ignition switch.

8. Reinstall the rear seat.

Testing:

The starter disable relay is a normally
closed relay that is controlled by the alarm
module. Unless opened by the module, the
relay normally passes power to the starter.
When the alarm is set off, the starter will be
disabled for approximately 10 minutes, or
until the alarm is deactivated by utilizing the
transmitter button (alarm re-sets itself).

If the slarter disable does not function,
i.e. the starter continues to operate after the
alarm has been set off, check:

- For ground to the black wire of the

relay.

- For power to the relay from the
module through the orange wire
(pos. 5 of the 12-pin connector).

- If power and ground are present but
the relay does not open, replace the
relay.

If the car does not start with the alarm
disarmed, check for continuity between the
two yellow/orange wires at the ignition
switch. If continuity is found, the problem is
elsewhere in the car. If there is no continu-
ity, check the relay and wiring.

BAT (D. BL USE

SAAB

ANTI-THEFT SYSTEM

STARTER-CUT RELAY

e
5

|ec80000

M OST0 R

PARTS

NO SALES TAX e 10% DISCOUNT TO CLUB MEMBERS
SHIPPING ANYWHERE e KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE
SAAB FACTORY TRAINED MASTER TECHNICIANS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Monte Shelton

COMPANY

1638 WEST BURNSIDE » PORTLAND, OR ¢ 503,/224-3232
ROLLS ROYCE = JAGUAR » SAABR |}
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900 HEATER CONTROL VALVES
(while supplies last) ... only $75.00

MANN OIL FILTERS ..... only $4.00

Call Today 1-800-475-SAAB
We take VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC

Yorus Becbpercher? SUUB Speciotist

FRENCH'S

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

925 LUKE ST

IRVING (Home of the Cowboys!)
TEXAS 75061

DENNIS SWEENEY
ROAD TESTED

SAAB PARTS

Quality used and
rebuilt Saab parts,
shipped nationwide.

Saab used cars and
expert service for
Western Pennsylvania.

FAX 412-238-0099
PARTS 412-238-0800

RD 1, BOX 410, LIGONER, PA 15658
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New for 1993

The Saab news for 93 includes the
U.S. introduction of the 9000 CS and a
new engine management system that
improves fuel economy and lowers emis-
sions without sacrificing horsepower (see
page 16 for details). Another innova-
tion for the new model year is a dealer
option and ordering program that al-
lows buyers of certain 9000 and 900
models to specify equipment packages
to their personal tastes. Consequently,a
new 9000 Turbo can be purchased for
less than a '93 900 Turbo.

Saab buyers now have the opportu-
nity to enjoy the luxury of a sunroof and
lcather seating surfaces in the most af-
fordable 900, or appreciate the exhilara-
tion of a turbocharged 9000 without the
full range of deluxe features. Such pref-
erences can be accommodated by their
Saab dealer through the new option pro-
gram.

Every 1993 Saab is backed by a 6 year/
80,000 mile Major Systems Warranty, includ-
ing bumper-to-bumper, no deductible cover-
age and Saab Roadside Assistance for 3years/
40,000 miles.

Environmentally friendly
Continually pressing ahead as an indus-

try leader in the area of environmental con-

cern, all 1993 9000s now include CFC-free air

Side impact and rollover protection has been improved in the 9000 CS

The next generation 9000, the CS, is different front and rear. It features sedan
styling and handling with hatchback versatility.

conditioning. Saab was the world’s first
automaker to publicly unveil such an A/C
system. In addition, those 9000s with the
turbocharged engine feature the Saab devel-
oped, Trionic engine management system --a
new engineering innovation that integrates
ignition, fuel injection, and knock control sys-
tems for improved fuel economy and reduced
exhaust emissions.

All9000snow feature semi-metallic brake
pads for longer life. Plastic parts within each
Saab are now marked to facilitate proper recy-
cling. 9000 models feature an interior ventila-
tion filter that traps road dust, soot, and pol-
len, keeping occupantsalert and attentive with
a continuous flow of fresh air.

9000 -CS or CD

The 9000 CS, introduced in the Euro-
pean market last year, replaces the 5-door
9000 that has been the mainstay of Saab’s top
line model since its introduction seven years
ago. The CS continues to provide the value
andversatility ofthe familiar 5-door bodystyle,
but with the refinement, comfort and styling

A new 9000 Turbo can
be purchased for less
than a '93 900 Turbo

appeal of an elegant, yet understated, Euro-
pean performance sedan.

Distinguished by a unique new profile
with front and rear end treatments that are
unmistakably Saab, the 9000 CS benefits from
a 25 percent improvement in structural rigid-
ity, making one of the industry’s safest cars
evensafer. Inthe process, road noise has been
significantly reduced as well, while steering
precision has been enhanced. Saab’s inte-
grated safety cage construction with front and
rear crumple zones and an advanced system
for side impact protection has been upgraded
in the CS through the addition of a roll-bar
structure behind the rear doors.. The 9000 CS
alsofeaturesanoptically-advanced, computer-
designed headlight system with four separate
lamps that illuminate low and high beams
simultaneously for better nighttime visibility.

The 9000 CS is available with a variety of
trimand equipment options, and maybe speci-
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The 900 Turbo and 900S Convertibles continue with minimal changes for '93.

fied with Saab’s efficient 150 hp, 2.3-liter natu-
rally-aspirated engine or Saab’s performance
powerhouse -- the 200 hp, 2.3-liter Turbo.
Both engines may be packaged with a manual,
5-speed transmission or optional 4-speed au-
tomatic. A fully-equipped version, designated
9000 CSE, is available with either engine con-
figuration.

The 9000 CS is 3.7 inches longer than the
5-door model it replaces, yet the body weighs
only 7.7 pounds more.

A 225 hp version of the 9000 CS, to be
designated the Turbo S, may be introduced
later in the model year, probably at Detroit’s
North American International Auto Show in
January.

The 9000 CD sedan range continues for
1993, also available under the new dealer
option and ordering system. Again, depend-
ing on specification level, the 4-door sedan will
be badged either CD or CDE, regardless of
which engine is included.

Two new colors will be available on 1993
9000s -- an eye-catching Imola Red and deep,
rich Ruby Red. Ruby is mica-based and clear-
coated for improved luster and durability.
Carryover colors include Black, Cirrus White,
Plantana Grey, Citrin Beige, Scarabe Green,
Nocturne Blue and LeMans Blue, all with
color-keyed bumpers.

An upgraded alarm system is standard
equipment in every 9000 and also includes
centrallocking with child-proof rear door locks
and windows. A remote deck lid release is
incorporated on the driver’s door panel.

Saab 9000 models equipped with turbo-
charged engines benefit from an improved
differential assembly which helps curb torque
steer during hard acceleration. On cars
equippedwith automatic transmissions, a shift
lock has been incorporated which requires the
driver to press the brake pedal prior to moving
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the shift lever out of Park, and a revised anti-
lock brake system offers improved pedal feel
and serviceability.

With the lower hoodline, the headlamps
have also been redesigned on the 9000CS.
The optically-advanced lighting system has
separate bulbs for high and low beam. New
front turn-signal lamp clusters with side-guid-
ance reversing lamps round out the re-design.

A sumptuous wool interior option, from
one of Italy’s leading fashion houses, has also
been added to supplement pique upholstery
or leather in any 1993 Saab 9000 model. The
natural fiber of the wool creates an upholstery
surface that “breathes,” 50 seats remain cool
in the summer and warm in the winter for
improved comfort.

The 9000 CS starts at $25,725, with the
Turbo version beginning at $29,720. The
naturally-aspirated 9000 CD is priced begin-
ning at $24,825; the CD Turbohasa base price
of $28,820. The turbocharged CSE is the
highest priced 9000 at $35,055. (Prices are
based onthe 5-speed transmission, anddonot
include destination or dealer charges.)

The Familiar 900 is Back

The long running Saab 900 series returns
for what may be its final year. Some automo-
tive writers insist on referring to the model as
“the aging 900”, but 900 sales continue to be
good, led by the popular convertible models.

Aswith the 9000 series, 1993 900 3-door
hatchbacks and 4-door sedans benefit from
the new dealer option and ordering system to
accommodate a wider variety of personal tastes
and budgets. The familiar “base model” des-
ignation has been dropped and the series now
leads off with the 900S -- at, however, a 900-
type, entry-level price, $20,345 for the 3-door,
$20,960 for the 4-door model.

Engine options continue to be the 2.1-

For The Student
Serious About Racing...
And The Non-Racer
Serious About Learning!

The Skip Barber Racing School has the
most comprehensive ladder to success in
the racing industry. We have programs for
drivers of all speeds including;

= Introduction to Racing

e Three Day Competition Racing School
e Car Control Clinics

* Lapping Sessions

® Formula Ford Race Series

ADVANCED DRIVING SCHOOL

You'll explore the limits of vehicle dynamics
and learn the art of car control from pro-
fessional drivers, From behind the wheel
of a high performance BMW 325i driving
machine, the emphasis is on driving
technique—not racing. Our one and two
day programs are guaranteed to produce
better, safer drivers.

Over 20 Locations From
. Goast To cnasl

SPECIAL OFFER FOR WIHTEH* PROGRAMS
IN CALIFORNIA AND FLORIDA!

Book your Three Day Competition School

or One- or Two-Day BMW Advanced Driving
School by October 30, 1992 and receive
a 10% Early Enrollment Discount!

*Offervalid N 1, 1892 and February 28, 1993
Call or write mday for our free 1992 course catalog and school dates
EASTERN HEADQUARTERS:

Skip Barber Racing School
Route 7 / Canaan, CT 06018 / (203) 824-0771
WESTERN HEADQUARTERS:
Skip Barber Racing School
Sears Point International Raceway
29355 Amnold Drive / Sonoma, CA 95476 / (707) 939-8000

Video Brochure and Gift Certificates Available.
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The 900S replaces the base 900, but retains its predecessor's price position.
The 4-door Turbo has been dropped for '93

liter in naturally-aspirated form, and 2.0-liter
for turbocharged models. Manual 5-speed
and automatic 3-speed transmissions may be
specified for any 900.

The 1993 900S features pique uphol-
stery, steel wheels with full, 16-spoke covers,
air conditioning, and 150 watts of clear Saab
sound from the standard modular audio sys-
tem. Intelligently engineered and consistently

Specialty Car Care Products
ZYMOL

ZYMOL is a non-abrasive car care system,
using all natural ingredients.

Cream Wax (For Light colors) Boz. £35.00
Carbon Wax (For Dark colors) 8oz. $35.00
Saab Wax (For all Saabs) Boz. $35.00
Japon Wax (Cars'manufactured in Japan) 8oz $35.00
H-D Cleanse (Use before Wax) 8oz $15.00
Brite (Wheel cleaner) Boz. $15.00°
Strike (Removes oil & grease) 8oz. $20.00
Treat (Leather conditioner & treatment) Boz. $15.00
Vinyl (Vinyl & Rubber trim) Boz. $15.00
Clear (car wash) 8oz. $15.00

Fabrique (Cloth, fabric & convertible tops) 4 oz. $10.00

ZYMOL Starter Kit - includes wax (speciy),
8 oz H-D Cleanse, B oz. Clear, Car Care Booklet,
Towel, Applicator, Window Decal, Jacket Patch. $75.00

ZYMOL Complete Kit - A custom designed, -
hinged ABS case full of Zymdl products.  $200.00

Add $5.00 for shipping
603-868-1730 FAX
1-800-245-2546 (USA only)
or 603-868-1732

24-hour answering machine

Specialty Car Care Products
34 Pinecrest Lane
Durham, New Hampshire 03824
Visa & MC

affordable, the 900S’s long list of standard
amenities make it an extremely solid value in
today’s crowded new car market which is char-
acterized by fad and fancy.

Those looking toadd a bit more elegance
and exclusivity to the 900S may opt for a Saab
luxury package that provides such customer
conveniences as a power sunroof, cruise con-
trol, fog lamps, 15-spoke light alloy wheels,
and leather seating surfaces. The price for this
model is $23,980 (for the hatchback with
manual transmission), unchanged from its
1992 equivalent. All 900S models are pow-
ered by the 140 hp, 2.1 liter engine.

Rounding out the 900 model range is the
900 Turbo hatchback. Powered by Saab’s
lightweight and efficient 2.0-liter turbocharged
engine, the 900 T offers 160 hp. The 4-door
Turbo has been dropped for ’93.

900S and 900 Turbo Convertibles re-
main part of the lineup for ’93. The drop-top
models led 900 sales this past summer and
offer value as a fun car that is also safe and
solid. The convertible top is available in three
color choices -- black, blue and tan.

The two new exterior colors, Ruby Red
and Imola Red, will also be available on 900s.

The all-new Saab 900 is expected to be
revealedat the Frankfurt AutoShowin the fall
of 1993,

Order your new Saab

More new-car shoppers than ever before
will discover that a distinctive 1993 Saab 9000
or 900 is well within their reach, courtesy of
Saab’s new Dealer Option and Ordering Pro-
gram. Introduced as a complement to Saab’s
prestigious 1993 model line, this innovative
program addresses today’seconomic demands

by giving buyers the choice to tailor a Saab to
their uniquely personal tastes -- and budgets.
While other manufacturers in the import
market continue to offer limited customer
alternatives, Saab is bucking this trend with its
new ordering program.

A Saab buyer can now indulge his or her
preference for a turbocharged 9000 without a
full range of luxury options, like leather seat-
ing surfaces and a glass sunroof. At the same
time, those consumers who prefer creature
comforts, but want them on Saab’s most af-
fordable 900 series, can specify a 900S -- which
supersedes last year’s Saab 900, but maintains
the former’s price position -- with an addi-
tional luxury equipment group. Saab dealers
will assist shoppers in specifying the 9000 or
900 model that meets their individual needs.

The Saab dealer option and ordering
program has kept the 1993 Saab 900S price
with the luxury package at the same value-
conscious level as last year, $23,980 for the 3-
door hatchback and $24,595 for the 4-door
sedan. The 9000 CDE with Turbo engine
optionactually benefits from asignificant price
reduction when comparably equipped to the
1992 9000 CD Turbo, down from $37,615 in
1992 to $35,745 in 1993.

To support the new program, Saab Cars
USA, Inc., will maintain a variety of vehicle
with the more popular option packages within
its own, or dealer, stock. The more personal
combinations will be special ordered, and will
arrive at Saab dealers roughly eight weeks
after the order is submitted by the dealer to
Saab Cars USA, Inc. Greatest ordering lati-
tude exists within the 9000 range, while the
previously referenced luxury package applies
to the 900S.

The Dealer Option and Ordering Pro-
gram was facilitated by Saab’s recent consoli-
dation of port operations to Davisville, Rhode
Island and Brunswick, Georgia. Utilizing an
inland rail network known as Landbridge from
Brunswick to serve Saab dealers in the west-
ern portion of the United States, the re-engi-
neereddistribution process provides increased
product availability, flexibility, and delivery
alternatives.

Whether fully-optioned, or equipped to
fit a more economy-minded budget, the 1993
Saabs include a model to suit most every
comfort and financial consideration. In this
value- and quality-conscious new car market-
place, Saab’s Dealer Order and Option Pro-
gramisyetanother example of Saab’sability to
increase the scope of its 9000 and 900 model
lines for more car shoppers than ever before,
without sacrificing the individuality for which
the Swedish automaker is most known.
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On board the CS

A chance to drive the 9000 CS? In
Sweden? Sure! Sign me up!

So I joined about twenty other
journalistic types for Saab's 1993 model
intro in Sweden to bring you details of the
newest variant of the Saab 9000.

Though we arrived in Trollhattan
shortly after noon (Swedish time) we had
several hours to clean up, tour, shop, or
nap. Pre-dinner we boarded the bus for the
short trip to the Saab Car Museum. I had
visited the museum during a trip to Sweden
five years before, but there were several new
additions, including the GT750 donated by
SAAB Club member Monty Tarr,

Media tours usually start off with talks
by marketing and technical people, and this
one was no different. Among the things
learned: Saab will introduce al least one
major innovation every year as part of a ten
year plan. This year there are two major
announcements -- the 9000CS for the U.S.
market and the Trionic engine management
system. There is also a new plan for Saab
buyers in the U.S. to order a car with their
choice of options. A “stripped” 9000 Turbo
starts below $30,000; $6,000 less than last
year’s loaded 9000 Turbos.

The following morning we paired off,
tossed our luggage into the trunks of a
dozen CS's and headed east. A few of us
took the opportunity of being in Trollhattan
for brief tour of the Saab factory. Then it
was off to Anderstorp Raceway, several
hours drive away.

Anderstorp was the site of Formula
One races in the 1970s. Jody Scheckter won
his first F1 race there in a Tyrrell-Ford at
the 1974 race, and in 1976, Scheckter and
teammate Patrick Depailler swept the
Swedish Grand Prix in the unique, six-wheel
Tyrrell 34s. It was a popular venue for
Swedes to cheer for their countrymen --
Ronnie Peterson, Bertil Roos, Gunnar
Nilsson and Reine Wisell -- in action against
the tops in aulo racing.

The track is remarkably small, only two
and a half miles long, and takes up very little
real estate as it constantly loops back on
itself. There is almost no infield as a result.

Today the track is best known for
motorcycle racing, which is better suited to
the tight, narrow road course. The back
straight is part of an airport runway, more
than a half mile long. The 200 hp 2.3-liter
pushed the CS to 180 km/h on the straight,
then anti-lock brakes helped keep the car
from skidding off the corner. And it handles

remarkably well. People who love to drive
will love this car.

On the open road it goes where it is
pointed. There is virtually no torque steer,
and the power prompted several automotive
reporters to remark that the only reason for
Saab to add a six cylinder engine to the
lineup was to appease the market. Saab's
turbo four is already better than most sixes!

One problem with the earlier 9000 was
chassis flex. There have been some reports
of earlier 9000s cracking due to the twisting
torque on the body. The more heavily
reinforced CS behaves more like the CD
sedan. This also adds to the comfortable
feel while cornering near the limit.

The following day we made several
stops in Linkoping, home of the Saab
Adrcraft division. The first was at the
Swedish Air Force Museum, where
examples of Saab military aircraft are on
display, along with planes from many other
countries that were used by the Swedes.
Next was the Saab Civilian Aircraft factory,
where our group took a walking tour to see
the manufacture of the Saab 340 and 2000
turboprop airliners. The 340 is a popular
regional airliner, seating 30 to 40 people.
More than 300 are now in service, 180 in the
U.S. The Saab 2000 is slightly larger version
of the 340, with seating up to 58. The third
Saab 2000 had flown for the first time only
days before, and was undergoing final
detailing in preparation for the
Farnborough Air Show in Britain. We
weren't allowed on board, but did get plenty
of photos in the hangar.

The military branch of Saab aircraft

also made a presentation on the new JAS 39
Gripen (Griffin). After a short film and
talk, we were treated to the real thing, asa
test pilot put the Gripen through its paces,
practicing for Farnborough. It was the
highlight of the trip!

That evening we were treated to an
interesting demonstration involving a '93
9000 CS and a 1950 SAAB 92. The 92 and
9000 were connected to emissions testers.
After comparing the numbers, a hose was
run from the 92's tailpipe to the 9000's
intake. The emissions leapt on the 9000,
but within 20 seconds the reading was back
to normal. The Trionic system was acting as
an air purifier, making the air that left its
tailpipe cleaner than that which came in!

The final day saw us on a tour of the
Saab engine factory in Sodertalje. There
are actually two engine factories, which will
soon be integrated into one. We toured the
newer facility where the engines with
balance shafts are produced, about 40
percent of the total production.

Upon arrival in Stockholm, we went to
see the Wasa, a warship that sank in
Stockholm harbor on its maiden voyage in
1628, and was raised from the harbor floor
in 1961. It is still undergoing preservation in
an environmentally controlled museum. On
my previous trip to Stockholm the Wasa
had been in a temporary drydock; it is now
in its permanent home, though the catalog-
ing of artifacts and work on displays
continues,

Details on Saab Aircraft AB and the
engine factory will be in upcoming issues of
NINES.

Tim Winker

m
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Images of the '92
National SAAB
Owners
Convention

Top left: One of the most popular Saabs
at the convention was this 900 Limo, buift
by Dave and Penny Holtzinger of Lincoln-
way Sales & Service, Abbotistown, PA.
The project was started in May and
completed the week of the convention.

Above: This year's "Mystery Guest" from
Saab was Bjorn Envall, Chief Designer
(stylist) for Saab Automobile AB, Envall is
only the second chief designer for Saab,
having worked for Sixten Sason
beginning in the mid-1960s and
succeeding Sason as chief in 1969. He
has contributed to or been the chief
designer for the 99, 900, 9000 and the
EV-1 concept car. Envall entertained
attendees with a brief speech on future
products from Saab and a displayed a
drawing of the next 800.

Center left: Rare sunroof model 93F
owned by Bud and Donna Allen of
Maryland.

Bottom left: Todd Campisano's Concours
winning 900 Turbo is a competitor in
another arena as well. The rear hatch
area is full of audio electronics.

18




Top: Our annual group photo. Can you
find yourself in here?

Right: Gary Stottler's restored 99 Turbo
took top honors among the 99s.

Below: Rally ace Erik Carlsson and Bill
Jacobson of Sports Car Service talk
Saabs and competition next to Bill's
Sonett Super Sport,

Lower left: Bud Clarke of J&B Imports in
California won awards for Best 9000 and
Longest Distance Traveled.

Right: A row of Saabs.

Lower right: Vintage Saab Racing Group
brought this two-stroke Sonett and two
Quantum Formula S race cars.
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Pally Egon. On Locolion Pholagrophy

Thanks to all of you who made the trip to Columbus to attend
the 1992 National SAAB Owners Convention.

This year's event was one of the largest ever with nearly
450 people in attendance and almost 150 cars on site.

Special thanks must go to all the volunteers who assisted
all weekend in making ‘sure everything ran smoothly. Thanks
Pete, Mary Kay, Dale, Shirley, Dave, Mike, Rich, Mom and Dad
and assorted family members and friends.

Thanks also to Steve Rossi, Marie Warner, John Moss, Dan
David, Erik Carlsson and Bjorn Envall from Saab for their
assistance before, during and after the weekend.

Thanks to all speakers: Jack Ashcraft, Frank Freeman, Jack
Lawrence, Rick Parr, Bill Jacobson and Willy Champion.

I want to thank our speakers, sponsors, advertisers, swap
meet participants and other who donated prizes. Space does
not permit me to menticn all by name, but thanks to Tim Winker,
NINES Editor; Bob Jack, Pirelli Tires; Alan Fein, Bosch; Chuck
Bennet, Zymol; Jack Layne and Billy Edwards, Tracktime Driving
Schools; Mid Ohio Imported Cars, Capital Star Service and One
Stop SARB.

I apologize if I have left anyone out but the brain cells
finally gave out. See you in Milwaukee in '93.

Sincerely,

Dan Qrzano

Convention Chairman

SAAR Club of Central Ohio
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Above left: Mark School takes his race
prepared Sonett Il through the driving
school.

Above right: Frank Freeman of Group 6
gives performance tips.

Left: Rear spoilers, Chris McPherson's
900 Turbo Convertible and Phil
Neimann's 90008S.

'93 Nat'l| Convention in Wisc.
Bolmeyer named Nat'l Coordinator

The Milwaukee SAAB Club will
host the 1993 National SAAB Owners
Convention in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
The site is Carthage College, located
on the western shore of Lake Michigan
between Chicago and Milwaukee.

Ian Simpson and Pat Greer will
co-chair the event, to be held the
weekend of August 6-8,

Pat Bolmeyer, who co-chaired the
1988 National Convention in Wilm-
ington, Delaware, has agreed to act as
convention coordinator for the Saab
Club. His job will be to assist conven-
tion chairmen in solving problems, and
to maintain contacts with traditional
convention speakers and with Saab
Cars USA.

Man Fein pholo
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Pirelli Tire Rally results

Novice Class

1. Aaron Erickson / Maecile Easton 144
2. George & Wendy Basehore 312
3. Mark & Jeanine Jackson 347

Bringing Up the Rear (Highest score)
Jack Baxter, Sr. / Patricia Baxter 3035

Experienced Class
1. Barb Abrams / Gary Thomas 194

Forty-five teams participated in the Pirelli Tire
Rally. It-was about 60 miles long, and was
coordinated by the Ohio Valley Region, SCCA.

Official '92 Convention Souvenirs
At Special Close-Out Prices
Quantities Limited - Hurry!

T-Shirts: Yellow w/Blue loge, 50/50 cotton.

XL or XXL only. $6.00
Mugs: White ceramic w/ blue 10go .................. $2.50
Caps: White cotton twill w/ blue 10go............... $4.00
Window stickers: 3 round yellow w/ blue logo,

for outside only $.75

Please add $4.00 for postage for any order (except
stickers, add 25 cents). Send cash, check or money order
in U.S. funds to:

SAAB Club of Central Ohio
2434 Dover Road
Columbus, Ohio 43209

-BEB YATES~

IMPORT CAR SPECIALISTS

——_——e

TOLL-FREE PARTS LINE

1-800-669-SAAB

Fax# 215/752-5614
Discount to SAAB Club members

Saab dignitaries participating in the Roundtable were (left to right): John Moss, service
specialist; Dan David, manager of parts and service for Saab Cars; Steven Rossi, head
of public relations in the U.S.; Saab's legendary rally ace, Erik Carlsson; and Bjorn =
Envall, Chief Designer for Saab Automobile AB.

Rt 1 & 1-95
Langhome, PA 19047 ./

photos by Tim Winker unless otherwise credited
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SHIFTIN’ GEARS

DROPPING LEAVES

herald the onset of autumn & winter. It's a ;
time to have a look_at the car for cooler moriths,~
with specific attention given to the cooling and
brakm% sgstems. The "coolant should be drained
the BLOCK as well as just the radiator) and re-c
illed with a 50-50 mix of anti-freeze and water.
This is also a time to add a cooling system
filter kit if you've been procrastinating on that
one for a while.

BRAKES SAAB 95/96/97 SPECIAL
o st Bt 3 Bkl or % : TRANSMISSION DIP
n attention, with a flush o e system, or a
least a thorough Lleedingu to get a fa’lfr Epernentage SLICK TOOL
of the old stuff out. Flushing is the BEST, as
brake fluid tends to collect moisture, which turns Ask gmr Saab Parts Counter
into water and then finds its way to the lowest man for Saab part number
point in the brake system, where is sits and 7862848, the handy-
merrily corrodes the met,al'g‘a;ts away. On Saab dandy oil level dip
95/96/37s the low point is rear brake cylinders. stick” for these
Du_zourself a favor--drain the old, nasty brake transaxles.
fluid out, refill and bleed the system. This once It works
a year bit of trouble will fEJ)aY you in brake sys- for two
tem longevity down the road! cycle
Saabs
as well
/ as the V&
i poweredeer—
THE SAAB CONVENTION just remove the
Hur.nidityt or nn‘;, this y??r'st ’:?titonai' _finRveﬂtion
seemed to me come off without a hitch. i
hat's off to Dan Orzano and the rest of the Bhio dD?\‘IIEI' isnt{gkui‘réto [Place,
Saab people who worked_their tails off to make the transaxle & ahutt
the convention happen. They did a heck of a must Be H ped' slightly to-
job! Thanks again, all of you. wards the front of _tge rans
My thanks also to Richard & Sandy Cobun for axle at the bottom in order

their super hospitality. Son Chris and | stayed for it to clear all the mech-
with thepeCobun-g .':fte_-nY the convention and Bﬁz:h anical gubbins inside. Some
took us over to Wright-Patterson AFB to visit fiddling is usually-in order
the incredible USAF Air Museum there. To a
pilot and an old Air Force man, the place is

here t0 get it into place. It
does save a bit of time and

exceptionally broad in scope, incredible in its some dripping of oil onto
heer si i i i our shop floor. It's a good
sheer size, and simply superb in its richness le _— ghould it oot

of military hardware. The place is truly a

national treasure of American military history. able from Saab.

NMovember 1, 1992 will mark the mailing of the
PREMIER ISSUE of our new magazine dealing with
Saabs, called THE SAAB JOURRAL, to our
subscribers. This bi-monthly magazine, edited
by yours truly, will be quite technical in nature,
with a lot of how-to articles (illustrated—many
of them step-by-step) covering Saabs from two
strokes_to 9000s. _applly, | won't be the only
writer for this publication, with 7 others con-
tributing articles |nclud5nt_ksome from overseas.
It is NI a newsletter, is NOT meant to be a
competitor for NINES, but it IS quite technical
and we think it will be a lot of fun to do. We
also think it will be very useful for the Saab
owner and we hope you will be a part of it.
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SONETT FRAME PARTS

Another bullet-bitin ration!
All the rneasurement% ?g)r? the

blueprints for these parts were
made from a VERY straight,
rust-free "roller" chassis/frame.
Almost all the steel parts that
make up a Sonett frame are now
available from us.

Wherever possible we kept to
the original design of the frame
part, but bear in mind that we
do not have a 80 ton press to
make these parts and some of
them are not exact duplicates
of the originals. They WILL
however, FIT in the original
laces and look very close to
original. In all cases we used
18 ‘gauge or heavier cold roll
sheet steel so the car should
be stronger and stiffer than
it was originally if you use
these parfs.

And Charlie decided sheet metal
work was better than working
for Kinney's!

SONETT FRAME
SHEET METAL!!

New heavy gauge
sheet steel pieces
replace rust or

| accident damaged
I parts in your car.

Thicker in gauFe,-m
these parts wil
strengthen your
| &, beyond that
of the original
| part, at only a
slight increase
in welght. This
is parficular]
apparent in the
rocker panels &
floor panels.

Write or_call

for details or
send for our

newest catalog
with complete
info on
| sheet metal
i parts!

~ SONETT DOOR |
| WINDOW SEALS

Exact duplicates
of original seais!

Sonett
I ||':;evq $39 set of 2 =

Sonett  ¢83 set of 2

Use your
charge
card on
orders

x

is written b

in
Skab fisld, How-to's )

| more! 1st issue 1 Nov
_*__——_

J ac KK ASHCRAFT
AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN
2201 Woodlawn Drive, Medford, OR D7504
503-779-0731

I

{

1 &
ese | M

|

i

Bi-monthly magazine covers all Saab_models,

professionals in the
ow-to's, trouble-shooting, high
Egrfomance, restoration, Saab design, Tech-
ine Q &€ A, historical ?zers x ive and much
- Subs

cribe NOW!
$80.00 year

~ITS FORTY - SEVENTY-PIVE, |
CHARLIE, GIVE ER A LITTLE ... AM
o THE. FIEEWALL, REMEM B THE RE 1N~
13 TEdo OUE TWG

U -
AT
s

3 & ]
> (s

SPLASH e A
THAT BACK PAMEL—

Xy

LI e ne e LI L

JACK ASHCRAIT
AUTOMDTIVE DISICN

B3 R OAD1 A DT
wI0I0LD, OF WEEE

503-779-0731
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TECHNICAL

Technical articles written by subscribers may recommend procedures
or parts not approved by Saab-Scania of America, Inc. The SAAB Club
and NINES cannot stand behind the correctness of information in these
articles, but offers them based solely on the experiences of the writers.

900 Turbo tips

I'd like to share some observations on
owning our two 900 Turbos: a 1985 4-door
with 120,000 miles and a 1987 3-door with
68,000 miles. Both cars have been abso-
lutely sensational with no major repairs to
engine, turbo, or gearbox.

I am always puzzled by the mediocre
evaluation in the Consumers Union annual
car issue. For once, Lee Iacoccea is right--
they should stick to toasters. I am also
puzzied by magazine reviewers who whine
about turbo lag. It only takes a fraction of a
second to downshift and instantly get all the
boost you need. Driving is a dynamic
activity where the driver can anticipate
power demands and respond accordingly in
advance.

Changing the Mobil 1 SW30 every 3-
4000 miles, is the most important thing that
1 do to keep these cars running well. 1
recently had the valve cover off the °85 due
to a slight seepage around the distributor--
the engine was magnificent with no
perceptible wear and all surfaces were clean
and shiny. Incidentally, the Saab rubber
valve cover gaskets are lousy; I finally used
Permatex Ultra Blue to get a good seal.

Like many Saabers, I have tried
everything but Jolt Cola in the gearbox;
Mobil 1, mineral oils, gearbox lube, TufQOil
additive, etc. Red Line MTL is positively
the best; although, unlike Mobil 1, you have
to shift very slowly during the first minute or
two in very cold weather to avoid gear
crunch, but once warm, the synchronization
is superior (the guy who formulated MTL is
known to dabble in the ways of the Saab).

Both cars have had the obligatory
failure of the heater valve and water pump
(thanks, NINES for the excellent Dec '88
article on heater valve repair).

Saab HQ has been very good and
covered two items even after the warranty
expired; the front bumper and the rear logo
on the '87 delaminated.

There is a consensus among the 1985
Turbo owners in our Great Lakes Saab
Club that you must install the sway bars.
They are stock on all subsequent years and

really tighten everything up. I also added
Bilsteins which were clearly calibrated for
maximum Sturm und Drang (storm and
stress). With those shocks and the slightly
presumptuous Group 6 sport exhaust, I'm
a little embarrassed to transport polite
society--it’s beginning to convey the subtle
essence of a Metallica concert. It’s great.

I removed the center consoles,
installed base-car ashtrays, single unit audio
and moved the sunroof switch to gain near-
9000 legroom; it might not look as good, but
since when would a Saab-O-Phile put
fashion above function!?

I buy Kel #105 Heavy Duty silicone by
the case and hose everything with it; rubber
parts, door/hood/trunk hinges and gaskets,
CV boots, door bottoms, throttle parts,
hoses, ignition wiring, bushings, shock
rubbers, seat rails, etc. Oil attracts dirt and
lithium grease is totally unacceptable as it
turns to a cakey mess in a year,

Regarding recent articles on CV repair:
when securing the boots, get an official
retainer ring clamping tool from a car parts
store. If the correct 32mm retainer clamps
aren’t with your inner boot kit, then you can
get them from a VW/Audi dealer.

The dashpot is an adjustment that is
easy to overlook. I had not noticed the "85
dashpot getting a little tired with time and
was amazed at the driveabilily improvement
by dailing-in more damping. It significantly
reduces transient loads on the powertrain
and improves shifting.

I neutered those annoying buzzers
under the back seat by jamming a toothpick
between the coil core and armature; it shuts

them up, but the car still thinks they’re on-
line, so you don’t lose your dome light, etc.

I've settled on Michelin MXV’s as the
best all-around tire after trying Pirelli P-6’s
and Michelin XGT-V’s. Four wheel snows
are absolutely essential here in northern
Michigan. We tried front-only snows and
Gislaveds and have enthusiastically settled
on Hakkapeliitta 10’s on all fours.

I have tried Sony, Pioneer, Alpine,
Kenwood, and Clarion receivers (it’s a long
story) and prefer the Clarion (!). The
Alpine had the best sonic characteristics, but
overall, the Clarion was my favorite with
decent sound, best AM reception, excellent
noise rejection and displays readable in
daylight.

NINES, and The Great Lakes SAAB
Club, have made all the difference in
owning our Saabs. Until recently, we lived
over 60 miles from a reliable dealer, so it
has been largely with their guidance that I
have been able to assume all service work.

The utility of these cars continues o
delight us. We have the retractable Saab
hitch and have pulled an 18 foot boat
hundreds of miles on several occasions by
keeping it in 4th and drinking a lot of gas.
The Thule roof system is also great; I've had
it loaded with 4x4 lumber until there was a
visible sag in the rack with no ill effects.

The 900 is an enduring classic (since
1979!) because it is a sports car, a safe car, a
luxury car, a utility car, a snow car, a tow
car, a durable car and an outrageously fun
car!

Bob & Sarah Pierson
Williamsburg M1

24




92-08 August 1992

B B T L B e P P A e

Sonett Brake Hoses

I had 1o replace the brake hoses
recently on my Sonett IT (#187 - see cover,
Apr 92). After eleven years of autocrossing,
the ones that were on the car when I bought
it started cracking. Here's what I found:

The local Saab dealer didn't list them
anymore. BAP/GEON didn't list them any
more (they did four years ago). Beck/
Arnley listed rears only. Turns out what
they list actually fit the front. They are the
same as rear hoses for an MGB.

I did some cross-checking at BAP and
found front hoses for Triumph TR4 and
TR that are just fine for the rear of the
Sonett, only a little longer. Check for
rubbing because of the extra length. These
can be modified as I described in the Nov
‘88 NINES 1o fit the front of the Sonett also.

Here are the part numbers:

Front Rear
Saab p/n 73-23-389 73-93-766
BAP/GEON or [TM 25-65204 25-65600
Beck/Arnley 073-0143 -7 -

You can probably get the cheapest
price from a mail order British car parts
place (check Hemmings Motor News), but I
like supporting local shops that stock items
on the shelf. The new interest in keeping
old Limey roadsters alive will help us keep
old Saabs running.

Nick Wilson
Colorado Springs CO

Wicked good

I now have 4000 miles on my '91 9000
Turbo. If there is a word to describe the
car, it's "wicked!" (That would be as in
"wickedly fast.") I did the first 1,500 miles
on the factory P700's; then winter came.
Four Hakkapeliitta 10's (195/65's) on Saab
15" wheels did the trick. These tires have
made the New England winter easy to take.
Driving up Interstate 93 to the White
Mountains in marginal weather is a thrill.

It is my opinion that tactile feedback to
the brake pedal from the ABS system is one
of the great advantages of that technology:
By slowly increasing the pressure on the
brake pedal while slowing, one can judge the
surface conditions by the point at which the
pedal just starts to pulse. 1 have found
myself "squeezing" the brake in this way all
winter. When I feel the pulses on the pedal
with only moderate pedal force, I know the
surface is slippery and reduce speed
accordingly.

Shep Siegel
Derry NH

200K Gearbox Repair

After I wrote my 200,000 mile report Correctlon
on my 1985 900 Turbo 16V (Feb/Mar 92), I Due to an error in typing, a crucial
had to have the transmission repaired. The phrase was missed in "Those are the
noise started at 203,000, and at 207,000 I Brakes" on page 30 of the June issue.
decided to have it worked on. It turned out The correct paragraph reads:

to be the big bearing on the pinion shaft.
Half of the race was scored, as if the race
was only half heat treated. After driving
5,000 miles on the rebuilt transmission,
everything seems fine.

One note the technician passed along
was that he normally has to use force to get
the gears off the shaft. Mine slid off in his
had with no effort. He wanted to know
what I used in the transmission and how
often I changed the oil. (Note from previous
article: Mobil 1, Red Line MTL and gear
oil from Trollhattan Motors, changed every
10 to 15,000 miles.)

I really enjoyed "Bluenote Highway" by
Jonathan Bracken (Feb/Mar 92). He
expressed in writing the sensation of the
drive that I have experienced many times.

Larry Swanson
Durham NH

Which can convert energy
faster, my engine or my brakes?
Well, my engine can take me from
0 to 70 mph in 19.3 seconds,
representing an average power
output of 34 horsepower. But my
brakes will take me from 70 to 0 in
4.3 seconds. That's an average rate
of 209 horsepower - over six times
the engine rate! The power-to
weight ratio is superior for brakes,
too. The brakes can lock the
wheels even in a worst-case
scenario like a fully loaded car on
a steep hill with the throttle stuck
wide open....

NINES regrets the error.

Halkdkapeliitta’10

High Performance Winter Tires

« Year after year, European tire tests have rated
Finland's Hakkapeliitta the ABSOLUTE
BEST winter tire in the world.

« Directional Tread Pattern gives excellent
control in snow and slush.

« Computer optimized design and extensive
testing north of the Arctic Circle balance b0
cornering, driving and braking grip. i< diontpiors b g

¢l

Safety and Quality from Finland

Hakkapeliitta tires (pronounced hukka-pel-eeta) have an international reputation as the best
winter tires available. Manufactured by Nokia Industries — one of the largest corporations in
Scandinavia — Hakkapeliittas are a household word in most Northern European countries.

Also Avallable:

Yokohama A378 195/60HR-15 all season touring.
Michelin TRX 180/65HR-390 Sale, limited quantities.
For Your Vintage Saab;

Pirelli P3 (155SR-15)

Vredestein Sprint ST (155 SR-15),

Used 95/96 parts.

GREER ENTERPRISES
1810 E. Jarvis
Milwaukee, WI 53211

(414) 964-7463

m
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New Products for Saabs
Bentley 900 Manual

Service manuals, repair manuals, DI'Y
manuals, whatever you want to call them,
however helpful, they are not without their
problems. The Chilton’s manual for the 900
covers only common DIY repairs, and
doesn’t include the later 900s. The Haynes
900 manual is better, covers a borader
range of repairs, is inexpensive and written
for the do-it-youselfer, but it only covers
through the early 16-valve models. The
Saab factory manuals for the 900 and 9000
are very expensive and take up a lot of shelf
space. And there are no aftermarket
manuals (yet) for the 9000,

Along comes Robert Bentley publish-
ers, the folks who put out Official Service
Manuals for Audi, Volkswagen, and BMW.
Al the behest of Saab Cars USA, they now
offer an authorized service manual for the
16-valve 900s, covering 1985 through 1992
models. Similar manuals for 8-valve 900s
and for 9000s are in the works.

The Bentley manual condenses the
information in the multi-volume factory
manual into a single inch-and-a-half thick,
626 page book. Much of it is through the
use of smaller, though very readable,

Exclusive

Parts Center

The area’s most extensive
inventory at
competitive discounts

(215) 886-8660

Free delivery locally
or Standard UPS

SAAB
VICTOR

Exclusively SAAB since 1958
1125-35 Easton Road » Abington, PA 19001
Facsimile (215) 572-5030

typeface, smaller photos and diagrams, and
the elimination of redundant instructions
and pictures. The Bentley manual cleans up
some of the systems diagrams, including
wiring diagrams, making many more
readable than in the factory manual. Photos
used are the same as the factory book and
are just as clear. Chapters are laid out using
the same numbering system as the factory
manuals. Updated procedures from Saab’s
Parts and Service Information (PSI) and
Sales Training systems have already been
incorporated, so the Bentley manual is more
up to date than the factory manuals.

The project is a cooperative venture
with Saab Cars USA to develop series of
manuals on Saabs. Carlton Dingman of
Saab approached Bentley with the idea of
putting out a single volume that would
replace all the bound volumes, something
that could be used by DIYers and profes-
sional technicians alike.

Bentley was allowed [ree reign of
Saab’s technical material and use of the
corporate logo, and was given the blessing
of “official” manual. Saab employees,
including John Moss, Dan David, and Bob
Popiel helped Bentley editors Charles
Burke and John Lamb over the rough spots.

The Bentley 900 16-valve manual takes
advantage of the latest desktop publishing
technology. All of the text was entered into
a computer, and diagrams and line art were
scanned and saved on computer disk, then
cleaned up using a computer graphics

" program. Photos were added later by

traditional half-tone methods, but, with
improvements in computer scanning
technology, photos will be scanned for
future manuals. Layout for the manual was
done on computer, then sent to the printing
company on disk for the final printing.

The only complaint one might have is
the price, $49.95 suggested retail. Though
the initial cost may seem high for a book, it
is still less than an hour or two of shop time
at most Saab repair shops. And the
information contained will likely save the
backyard Saab mechanic hundreds of
dollars by walking him (or her) through the
steps of a tough job, or allowing the Saab
owner to brush up on a problem so it can be
intelligently discussed with the service writer
at a repair facility.

The 900 8-valve book is due to be
released in November, while the manual for
the Saab 9000 is scheduled for printing in
the Spring of 1993.

Tim Winker

Denim seat covers

An oft requested accessory for Saabs
(or any car for that matter) is seat covers.
Let’s say little Jimmy has spilled Faygo Red
Pop on your velour seats, or some careless
relative has burned a hole with errant
cigarette ash, or the fabric has simply worn
out or faded from hundreds of thousands of
miles of Saab driving pleasure. Or, as in my
case, you have a dog that one day decides to
find out if there’s something buried under
the rear seat cushion.

Saab takes time to engineer their seats
for comfort (unlike most manufacturers
who seem to just pick a generic pattern then
take great pains at making the covering
match the rest of the interior), so the “one-
size-fits-all” seat covers at your local Target
or Wal-Mart store won’t fit a Saab seat.
Jean Seat International (phone 1-800-881-
0509 or 305-963-4989) does provide custom
fit seat covers for Saabs.

Since my primary concern was the rear
seat, I ordered only the rear cover for my
1985 900 Turbo. Jean Seat has taken the
time to measure and fit the seat cushions,
including a cutout for the rear armrest. The
entire rear seat kit for my Turbo consisted
of five pieces -- covers for the back and seat
cushions, the armrest, and two head
restraints. The cut on all pieces is good,
matching the contours of the cushions well.

Unfortunately, there are compromises.
The elastic loops to secure the covers are
haphazard and don’t have anything to attach
1o, nor are they quite long enough to hook
together. Button-hole slots around the
head restraints would be nice so there would
be no bunching.

There is one area that is downright
dangerous and should be corrected. The
strap to release the seat cushion is covered
and inaccessible, as is the seat cushion latch
on the underside of the cushion. The seat
cover interferes with the latching mecha-
nism. Again, button-hole slots could take
care of these areas. Saab dropped their
accessory rear seat covers several years ago
because the lack of an opening for the seat
latch could cause the bottom cushion to
slide forward in a quick stop. Since thisis a
matter of safety, Jean Seat really should
change their pattern to accomodate the scat
latch and release strap.

The armrest cover fits well, with a
metal snap at the back to hold everything in
place. The hole in the back cushion is only
that, consequently there is a gap around the
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armrest opening. If you don’t normally use
the rear armrest, you might prefer to order
the back picce without the armrest option.

A system using hook-and-loop (Velcro)
fasteners might well cure several of the
problem areas listed. The hook piece could
be sewn to the cover material to easily
attach to the carpet on the back of the back
cushion, and small carpet, or loop, sections
could be glued or stapled to the bottom of
the seat cushion [or stronger attachment.

The problem areas are minor annoy-
ances when you consider the overall quality
of the product. All of Jean Seal Interna-
tional’s seat covers are, as the name implies,
made of denim, which makes them easily
‘They come in a variety of colors
and are available with a SAAB logo stitched
into the back cushion, or your choice of
monogram for a slight additional cost.

99 owners will appreciate that Jean
Seat International makes seat covers for
their Saabs, as well as for the 900 and 9000

washable.

models.

M-F 7:30 am -

5:30 pm M.T.  $25.00 Minimum

Tim Winker

Rock Bottom Saab Part Prices!!!

San Francisco, California 94141

1-800-377-2582

This Month's Specials

(good thru 11/15/92)

900 Club

P.O. Box 410634

Calf Toll Frea

"Soccer ball" alloy wheels (used) R L e g K
Water Pump (8 viv.) (GMB) ... covesear 927,80
Warmup Regulator (rebuilt).... o ......$135.00
Automatic Idle Control Valve ( 1 6 v!v Vs ..$118.00
Thermostat (TUIbo, 828G v iiveiiiiins e $9.25
Shock absorbers (Sachs, Boge) ................ ......$47.50 ea
Electric Antenna Masts w/ gear drive........... seeskesonesnsr BE 05
Hatchback Lift (SHOCK) ASSISE ...........ioossevaresmesivssssnesrensinasss $32.95 ea
Power Steering Rack - 10 year Guarantee! ......................$195.00
EueltapkiSander Uit s o viv s miasitin e ans 038995
Engine Mounts (non-hydraulic) ...........ccccccocvvevvcsicnvnnn.... $26.50
8-valve cylinder heads (Turbo), rebuilt ............................. $365.00
Mastercard / Visa

Call or write for complete catalog!

110 WEST 12TH ST, PUEBLO, CO 81003
*%* Same Day Shipping *n

KON| SHOCKS
Adjustable Shock (most Sasba) 58.95 ea

prices are
falling.

NI3LSTIg

Great prices on Bosch quakty

« Designed o it most Imported vehicles
« One-year, unlimited misage wamanbes

HOSO4d

ALTEANATORS
85-86 900T, 86 9000 Turbo
78-83 Turbo & 81-83 900s
STARTERS
75-84 99,900 & Turbos
68-73 95, 96 & 71-74 Sonett

S3HOLINTO

Remanulactured Starters and Allemators

Don't wait until your startar
won't crank, and your allernaltor
won't charge. Call us today.

236.95
168.95

102,95

L BOSCH
ENGINE PARTS

= 1-800-999-1820

I:E MC/VisafAmex/Discover

b -

g Special on E Clean up
vl | remanufactured |

Y| parts - our your act.

Full—n]udm companents ko
Impart vahicles
- Basch Cygen Sensors improve
luel aificiency and keep emissions in check

Keep your vehicle running clean,

We carry genuine Bosch Oxygen

Sensors, made by the company

that Introduced the oxygen sensor. |

EUEL PUMPS
B2-86 900, B2-B4 Turba
75-81 99, 900 & Turbo
WARM-UP REGULATORS
76-80 99, 900 Non Tha
78-80 All Thos,
OXYGEN SENSOAS
77-B6 1 Wire
INJECTORS
B1-86 500 All 8 Valve

FILTERS

225.08
212,51

85.86
106.22

33.95

HO Setting for 8O0 B valves

Wind Deflactor 8008
Cltch Disc 99,800 4 ep NT
Clich Cover 88,900 NonT
Clich Slave Cyl 76-85
Brake Disc 68-74 80 F & R
Front Callper 75-85 All

Frt Brake Rotor 81on 800
Ciutch Master Cyl 78-85
Master Cyl 75-85 Al

Ball Joints B4, 800

900 Heatsr Control Valve

Radiator 1977-80 §9s
Radiator Tion 800s
Radiator Thon 800 The
Pump 75-76 88 12 Cog -
Pump 77-80 98, 800 (Kit)
Pump B0-76 09 (Kt}
Aadiatcr B9-76 09s

Pump B7-74 §5, 96, Sonatt
Radiator 78-80 99 Tho
Pump 81-88 800 B Valves
Radiator 86on 8000 Sap

794an 900s (Short)

25.95| 7980n 900s (Long Rack)
Al

|_________BOSCH

7640n 99,900s (Rear)
99,900 Front Brake Pada

FUEL INJECTION

66.85 sa

as-a-jus
Shock Absorbers

1 $23.95

"YOUR PARTS CONNECTION" -- IMPORTERS OF TOP QUALITY PARTS

orders Only [MPORT MOTOR PARTS Information &  sat 5:00 am -

Technical Help 1:00 pm M.T.
1-719-542-7025
FAX 1-719-542-7026

Tune-up
special.

prescription.

Tune-up

= Bosch Spark Plug Wire Sets
feature premium quality

* Custom tailored

» Fit most Imports — European
or Japanese

= Litetime warranty

Tune up with the best -
A Bosch Spark Plug Wire Set.
Call us today.

Wires B1-87 500,900 Turbos
Wires B5-88 500 16V

12.95
4285

IGNITION

= Bosch Filters keep your vehicle
funning smoath-and clean

» Improve mileage and performance

= Available in sizes 10 1 your
Import car, van of lruck

Bosch Oil, Fual and Air Filters.

BOSCH o
KONI

SUSPENSION TECHNIQUES

QO

STARTERS

Tune up with the besl -

Call us loday.
(o]
5/85-86 900, 16V.8Tba 16.58 8
E7-88 Saab All 377 w
75-86 2.0 exc 16V 5.50 fie
B5-88 16V 7.18 -

RADIATORS
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Computerize your record
keeping with WHEELbase

When was the last time you had the
transmission lube changed on your Saab?
What year was the battery last replaced?
Was it last year or the year before that the
radiator was flushed and new coolant put
in? You probably have that information
written down somewhere, but is it easily
accessible?

Saab Club member Bob Pierson has
come up with an easy solution. Put it all
into your home computer. WHEELDbase
(tm) Vehicle Maintenance Manager allows
you to record all of your maintenance data
in an easily accessible format.

WHEELbase requires an IBM-style
computer with 640K RAM running MS-
DOS 3.0 or higher. Installation is painless
as prompts help you through the process.
The program takes up less than 400K bytes
on a hard drive. [ tried to set it up so it
would start from Windows, but it won't
recognize any vehicle files that may have
been saved. It works belter to start from
the DOS prompt 10 access the vehicle files.

Though there is a short (24 page) User
Manual included, on screen prompts make
it unnecessary after the first run through.
When you first use WHEELbase, you will
probably want 10 backdate the records from
an existing vehicle. Enter the initial mileage
(the mileage from which you want to begin
your records) to act as a starting point for
calculating total costs.

WHEELbase

Date Hiles

DATE | MILES
#8/38/87

33,245
(ESL) cancel

SERVICE ITER l

Date Hiles

Battery

Belts iB7/82/89

HGHfh”

Brake Pads

Conlant

Fluids
TFuel Filter

Exhaust System

B9-65/91}: )
11/22/9 l!h,sH{

83/29-911118,271

11/85/91 116,419
B6/38-98] 98,430

Ignition Systen
Insurance/Plates

Ollfﬁl[ Filter
Shocks
Spark Plugs
Tires

Main Menu—<CENTER> show Log

86736981 91,148
11716291 | 187,455
89/85-91 {115,568
#4/1185| 64,988
11/85/91 (116,419

71,838

79, 4&8

ission Fluid 14/:?f98 19&,413

1LB,2..‘1
21128,419
021114,478
3i151,148

124,988

5-921119,419
1/82/921131,038
H6/38/91 1115, 408

/4 7/ {149,584

50,606 |12/27/93 {152,418

The Service Item list and Intervals can be modified to suit the wants of the vehicle owner.

When adding a vehicle to the database,
WHEELbase will create a generic Service
Item list that includes standard replace-
ments such as filters, oil changes, coolant,
exhaust, brakes and battery. You can alter
the list to include other items, such as
Accessories, Insurance, or License Plates.
You can also change the intervals for service
items to fit recommendations of different
manufacturers or your own preferences.

Based on the mileage and date
intervals, WHEELDbase will let you know

I NTERVAL

HMonths Hiles Date Miles

Record are saved in the Log for each Service Item, and may be easily edited.

when a particular service is due, or if it is
overdue. This will allow you to make
appointments for scheduled maintenance
several weeks in advance. It also helps to
remind you everything that might need to
be done so you can inform the repair shop
when you have the car in for service.

Each Service Item also has its own log
to record every time that service is per-
formed. There is also a fuel log which
calculates MPG for each fillup. Every log
also has a section for cost and for notes
about a service performed. Under the fuel
log, it can be used to note if a different
octane fuel was used or if an additive was
included on a particular tankful.

Once you have entered all of your
repair and fuel records, WHEELbase can
calculate Operating Cost. It gives cost-per-
mile, total cost, and average MPG.

Another section of WHEELDbase is the
Resource Directory, for recording names,
addresses and phone numbers of companies
you might contact about your car, including
dealerships, repair shops and parts stores,
including mail order places.

The SAAB Club was given an early
version of the program to test, and when
there were any problems, Bob was able to
correct them, usually on the first phone call
or fax message.

WHEELDbase is available directly from
Eastbay Softworks. For more info call 616-
938-4445; to order call 1-800-968-3292.

Tim Winker
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Automap helps plan trips

Another interesting piece of computer
software thal gets much use here at Saab
Club HQ is Automap. Automapis a
computerized road atlas that also works like
a "TripTick" from your favorite auto club in
that it can assist you in planning a journey.

Like most popular programs it makes
use of pull-down menus for ease of use.
You begin by going to the SCREEN menu,
then click on JOURNEY. You are
presented with FROM and TO with the
options of stopping at places not on the
regular route, or VIAs. Once you have
given the options, Automap calculates
several different routes, marking those that
are Quickest, Shortest and Preferred.

Automap presents the result in a
TABLE, giving the Quickest route in steps
from a few miles to a few hundred. Alter-
nate routes can be chosen by entering
SHIFT+F4. By keying ALT+M, routes
are displayed on a map with the chosen
route blinking, making it easier to visualize
the journey.

If you wish to zoom in on a particular
area, or zoom out for a wider view,
Automap gives you the option. You can
pan left or right, up or down, and add or
remove details such as lakes, rivers, or state
and national forests.

A mouse or trackball is helpful, but not
necessary, in picking out details. Clicking
the left mouse button on a square within a
state displays details on that state, including,
capitol, population, largest city, and phone
numbers for tourist and road information.
By clicking the right mouse bulton when the
pointer is on an unnamed road, the route
number or name is displayed, on the road
and in a window in the upper right corner.

Major Canadian roads are also
included in the Automap database, which
helps calculate alternative routes for those
who live in the far northern U.S.

Automap is not without its problems.
It isn't very good on short journeys, and
there are quite a few gaps in its database. It
does work well for planning long distance
trips, particularly by Interstate highway, or
for learning the layout of the United States.
It also takes up 4mb on the hard disk,
probably not bad considering the vast
amount of information available.

Another problem is that it can't show
current road repairs, but then neither can a
road atlas. An Automap BBS would be
great for planning trips with up-to-the-
minute road conditions. It would also
alleviate the problems of missing data in the

IAEEE Display Data Route Utility Screen

t-¢311%Q

AUTOMAP displays several potential routes to aid in trip planning, flashing the
preferred route on screen, in this case Duluth, Minnesota, to Columbus, Ohio.

current program and re-naming of roads by
highway departments.

Suggested price for Automap, (current

version: 2.04) is $99.00, but it can be

purchased from most software retailers for
under $50.

Tim Winker
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S& 1-800-968-3292 e

THCE cance

FEEEEN IL
Software for the IBM PC

Extremely easy-to-usel

:

Automatic service reminders--based upon time,
mileage or bothl

Never again miss important scheduled servicel
Monitor all your vehicle operating costsl

Track several vehicles!

Fuel log calculates MPG!

You can set service items for each vehiclel
Vehicle related phone/address directoryl

Complcte service records can increase resalel
EES S NEEEENEEENR

33,245 |Mobi 1 1 530 |Qmkd SERTEE
B saue— Fiaia

OH/OH F

SERVICED BY | cost

.5

0 opyeight 1997

feo ]
Raquires 640K FAM

i
i

WHEELbase

VEHICLE MAINTENANCE MANAGER

Regular: $49.95
Special Introductory Price

Only: $39.95
eastbay softworks

P.O. Box 501 Acme, Michigan 49610-0501

Iy
maonsy-hack Q|
Juararmes
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Corroded connections

Here's a few notes regarding our '82
900 Turbo, which just passed 90,000 miles.

Electrical Maladies: I'm on my second
blower motor, after having replaced #1 to
cure the obtrusive dry-bearing squeal. This
spring, the blower became intermittently
inoperative. Of course, without the blower,
the A/C didn't work well.

1 had voltage at the fuse which covers
the blower motor circuit, but none at the
fan switch. The wiring between them runs
from the fuse box, through a multi-pin
connector on the sidewall by the driver's left
knee, and up into the dash. The connection
in the multi-pin plug (the upper one of three
in that location) was corroded; unplugging
and re-plugging with contact cleaner solved
it. I removed the kneebar and heater
distribution duct for better access; I think,
however, it would be possible to reach up
behind them without removal to do this.

The car didn't pass the state's smog
inspection, as the oxygen sensor circuitry
wasn't working. It turned out to be a bad
connection in the wiring between the sensor
and the computer.

This is the same sort of degraded
connection which causes brake light
problems when the tail light ground connec-
tion fails. It is an expected occurrence with
older vehicles; I've had it in several places in
our '82 VW. Just because the connection
looks good doesn't mean it is. The seriously
compulsive among us can open, clean and
replug every connection in the car.

Air Conditioning Insulation: The A/C
evaporator is located in the engine compart-
ment, where it can absorb lots of heat. This
isn't good for A/C efficiency. The factory
installs gooey black rubber insulation over
the copper coils.. The insulation gels harder
as the vehicle ages; in may car it eventually
disappeared.

I got some suitable insulating tape and
re-applied it. Because of the odd shape, the
reapplication soon dropped off too - right
into the belts. That was a mess I don't ever
want to clean up ever again.

I provided insulation by taping a
cardboard form in place over the coils, and
filling the void with expandable foam from
an aerosol can, such as is sold at hardware
and home-improvement stores to fill
hollow-core doors and walls. Some dribbled
out as the foam expanded, but it was easily
cut out with a knife and removed.

David Brick
Santa Cruz CA

Plus-1 wheels on a 9000

I wanted to comment on Stephen
Hendrick's article in the March 92 issue
regarding larger tires on the 9000s.

I have studied the handling problems
with the 9000 for some time now and have
done a fair amount of research on the
subject with factory reps and specialists in
the aftermarket wheel business. I wrote an
article last year regarding the positive
aspects of installing the Saab handling kit
and mentioned my displeasure with the
stock P600's, etc.

After 50K miles, I finally wore out the
P600's and it was time to act on my
research, MY goals were to improve the
looks and handling without sacrificing all of
the ride quality. To improve the turn-in rate
and handling, I believed that going to a
"Plus-1" setup was the right strategy. A true
Plus-1 meant going from 205/55-15 to 205/
45-16. That was my starting point. I also
thought that ultimate handling might be
accomplished with a 225/50-16. For looks
(and ease of cleaning brake dust since no
Metal master pads were available) I wanted
to go with a 5-spoke Ronal type wheel.

1 spoke with Pirelli factory reps and
they referred me to several wheel manufac-
turers who might be interested in building
an application for the 9000, Ultimately,
reps from Hiyashi wheels (HRE) measured
the clearances, wheel track, offsets, etc.
They came to the conclusion that a 6%2-inch
rim was about as wide as practical and that
7-inches would be troublesome. The tire
folks, as well as a few people that have tried
225/50-16s said that they rub under hard
cornering without other modifications. So, I
guess Saab engineers knew what they were
doing when they gave us the 16-inch rims on
the newer 9000s with 205/50 P700 Z's.

I also spoke with the Tire Rack folks.
They are very nice and their prices are hard
to beat, but they gave some outrageous
recommendations for 7 to 8-inch rims, etc.
that was contrary to most other qualified
experts. They stand behind their applica-
tions, so risk of trying is minimal, but it was
not worth trying for me. Saab wheel
applications for 9000s is not a big market, so
their experience is extremely limited.

So what was my choice? Well, there
was another factor that I had to consider
and that was price. The ultimate setup with
custom made wheels was more than it was
worth. This is not a race car. For the price,
I found that the Saab Aero/Talladega 6% by

16-inch wheels fit my needs of size, good
looks and easy to clean. For tires, I wanted
the shorter side wall size to improve the
turn-in and transition rates. This limited the
manufacturers to a few. I went with the
Pirelli P700Z in a 205/45-16. These tires
are about Y4-inch wider than the 205/50's.
The handling is great, the ride quality is very
good and they are not as harsh as the P600's
Since the stock 15-inch ritms were only
six inches wide (not 6% as described by the
Tech Talk article) going to a lower profile
tire would only cause other problems. My
setup clears everything and keeps the
overall diameter close to even. I am sure
there are other setups that would work out
and even stickier tires but overall I am very
pleased and get lots of compliments on the
look. My car in an '88 9000 Turbo (last

* year's convention winner in the 9000 class)

and is silver with an Eduardian Grey Aero
Kit (air dam, side skirts, flares, etc.) so the
grey colored Agro wheels really look good
to me.

If anybody needs a set of 15-spoke 15-
inch wheels, please check the want ads. But
be careful of free advice of tire merchants
that don't know the 9000 well. You often
get what you pay for. As for other accesso-
ries, I have installed quite a few, from
suspension and Aero Kit to CD players and
lights. I would be happy to assist anyone
trying to do the same.

One last unrelated item: I am sure that
I am not alone in feeling left out by not
having a local club chapter in the San
Francisco Bay area. There was some talk at
last year's convention about forming one,
but nothing has come of it. Well, if you
want something done, you have todo it
yourself. Therefore, if you have some
interest in forming and or joining a Bay
Area chapter, please write to me or call 510-
582-1858 and we will see what we can do to
get one started.

Douglas Morse
25291 Morse Ct
Hayward CA 94542
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KYB vs. Bilstein

KYB still means Keep Your
Bilsteins even for a Plymouth Voyager.
In my previous letter (June 91, #204) 1
stated, "Boy what an improvement!
Better ride from the very beginning,
and no change at all in 5,000 miles.

All pitching so characteristic of
Voyagers [with worn shocks was] gone.
Reason: Less damping in jounce and
much more in rebound with valving
done to perfection.”

By 8,000 miles the KYBs were
riding hard; pitching was not the
problem. The difficulty was that the
KYB GR-2 shocks were sticking at the
normal ride height position. Iin-
stalled Bilstein gas shocks, which
changed the ride and handling drasti-
cally. All kicking stopped, the han-
dling improved, and the only objec-
tionable feature is sudden stopping
movement at the rear due to too much
damping in the rebound. There has
been no change in 3,000 miles.

The original front struts of the
Voyager were made by KYB. By
25,000 miles they failed by sticking at
normal ride height and losing all
damping in rebound. The ride in-
volved quite a pounding in front with
the struts not "giving" much. With
Koni not available, I bought Bilstein
struts, which have a unique construc-
tion, To my consternation, they did
not fit! There was a change from the
1989 1o the 1990 model voyager not
communicated to Bilstein. At last, I
bought Monroe struts dirt cheap from
PEP Boys and had them installed.
Hmm! Perfect to start! Stay tuned.

Bridgestone Turanzas, recom-
mended by Rick Parr of Parrformance,
have been a great improvement on
Goodyear Invicta GL tires on the
Voyager, with all desirable attributes
seemingly present in one tire. To Jim
Oliver (June 92, #214) who bought
Michelin MXLs for his 900S: These
are the original equipment on my 1990
Saab 90008, and are excellent except
for transmission of rumble from coarse
pavement. Rick Parr says that
Bridgestone Turanzas will stop this

rumble with no disadvantages to
MXLs, including price.

Bill Bartman (June 92, #214) is
judging the handling of the 9000 too
harshly and ignorantly. Compared
with a 900, the 9000 has a numb
steering feel on center, but exception-
ally good feel under stress. In han-
dling, the 900 understeered and really
let you know about it with positive-
offset steering geometry. The 9000
seems 10 have zero-offset steering, and
lets you know from rear axle move-
ment when the limit of adhesion
looms. The 9000 is designed to be
driven steadily through a bend with no
setup needed. Ihave demonstrated to
passengers that there is no change in
direction (no yaw) by driving in circles
going from full throttle short of
wheelspin to no throttle to brakes on
hard. Another variable is that the
9000 has far less sensation of speed
than the 900, and will do more with no
distress. It took me several thousand
miles to overcome the "numb" feel of
the 9000 and realize how fast it can be
driven. (For the worst in FWD steer-
ing and handling, try a Hyundai Excel,
preferably one with a few miles on it so
that the kicky shocks add their effect.)

The size of the 9000 is very much
to my liking. Our 900s had such
narrow cabins that elbows collided in
front. Besides, the 9000 is 150mm
shorter than the 900, Since I have had
the 9000, the cabin sizes of everything
from Honda Accords to Infiniti Q45s
seem pitiful by comparison.

Bartman's terror of a GM steering
system is particularly out of place,
since a Saginaw (GM) power steering
pump had been used from the first on
his pet 900s!

Except for BMW and Mercedes
models with 4WD, Saab 9000s are
generally superior, in my opinion.
Also, FWD with traction control
seems to be in the same league as
4WD without it. The former is
cheaper, gives more room, and uses
less fuel.

Dr. Joel M. Kauffman
Philadelphia PA

Pumped up V4

While my wife, Diane, and I were
autocrossing our '69 Saab Sonett V4 in
the SCCA E-Prepared class, I found
the following modifications useful.
(We won five SCCA regional champi-
onships and one divisional
championship.)

Rear Sway Bar - J.C. Whitney part
#55-4508B, §75.00 (phone 312-431-
6102). Made by Addco, who sells the
same bar for $150.00. Reduces
understeer.

Springs - Cut one coil off the front
and rear stock springs if you are
serious and local roads are good. This
increases the spring rate and lowers
the car's center of gravity and roll
center. If you are really serious and
partly crazy and have very smooth
roads (or don't intend to drive on the
road), replace the stock springs with
350 Ib. fronts and 150 Ib. rears. Ford
Ranger springs will work for the front,
rear can be the front springs from a
two-stroke Saab.

Oil Pump - Ford 2800cc V6 oil
pump gives higher volume for the V4
engine. Check a local parts house.

Camshaft - Isky Rally 1-3/4 cam
works great for street and autocross.
Isky advertises in hot rod magazines.

Many other V4 (and 99) perfor-
mance parts are available from Motor
Sports Service (MSS), 1400 East 2nd
Street, Jamestown, New York 14701;
phone 716-665-4200.

Mike Tucker
Hartsville SC

Early Saab exhaust parts

Don't overlook J.C. Whitney (312-
431-6102) for exhaust systems for
two-stroke and V4 Saabs. They have
sold Starla, made in Sweden, original
equipment Saab exhaust parts for
years, and cheap. Front mufflers for
two-stroke and V4 are priced in the
$30-$40 range. I can't believe
anybody's friendly muffler shop could
make a "critical tuned resonator"
duplicate for that price.

Rob Allen
Hamden CT
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CAMPBELL/NELSON
Auto Wrecking

USED PARTS CENTER
205th & Aurora, P.O. Box 220
Edmonds, WA 98020
1-206-771-4931
1-800-552-2999
(Out of State)

Mixed metails

At 245K miles, my '74 99 was in
need of a ring job. After dismantling
the engine, I was pleasantly surprised
to find very little ring wear in the
cylinder walls. A standard refitting
was in order and I opted to use the less
expensive Japanese replacement parts.

Now, after only 50,000 miles, the
engine is basically blown and shows
signs of severe ring wear. The only
explanation I can offer suggests an
incompatibility of metals.

I saved a couple of hundred
dollars, but severely cut short the life
of my engine as a result, and I wanted
1o pass the horror story on. Not to in
any way suggest that my experiment
provides evidence of the deficiency of
Japanese product, but rather to say,
"Don't mess with the best!"

Valhalla, I am coming,.

Sam Sparks
Tacoma WA

Swede Swipes Saab Series

Swedish driver Robert Amren wrapped
up this year's Zerex Saab Pro Series at Road
America in August. Amren's win at the
Wisconsin track, his fifth victory for the
year, gave him the championship with
several races still to be run.

Amren's win at Road America wasn't
easy, however. The pole was held by 18-
year-old American Elton Julian (in just his
second-ever Zerex Saab race), followed by
Ashton Lewis and Alex Padilla. Lewis and
Padilla both had a shot a winning the title,
but they had to beat Amren to the check-
ered flag to do so.

Amren was not about to be beat as he
took an early lead and held it throughout
the race, though challenged by Padilla and
Lewis. Padilla spun out in the effort, Lewis
finished second only 1.8 seconds back, with
Julian right behind.

Along with the title of 1992 Zerex Saab
Pro Series Champion goes the $100,000
General Rent-A-Car Pacesetter Career
Enhancement award. Amren is the second
foreign born champion of the series.

Cars for the Zerex Saab series are
identical formula cars powered by turbo-
charged Saab 2.0-liter engines.

For the discerning individual who wants to
get the most performance from their SAAB Turbo, we have a

ESPECIALLY FORTHE 16 VALVE 900 TURBO!

All of this equipment is hand-matched by
our special calibration procedures before it is shipped to you to

collection of our very best performance upgrades. These items have
been carefully matched to give the ultimate performance boost,
while still maintaining all the reliability that is built into your
SAAB. Now you can run with the big boys without any of the
inconveniences normally associated with super high output engines.
All of the parts in this kit are easy to install, whether you ask your
mechanic to do it or choose to bolt them on yourself. All have been
proven over several years of testing and actual use. The only
surprises with this kit are the unbelievable performance gains. How
unbelievable, you ask? Well, each car will vary slightly, and there
are some year to year differences between engines, but our testing
on a 1987 turbo showed an increase from 160 to 224 horsepower!
How did we do it? Just look at everything you get. First, our
famous Modified APC box, only the one included in this kit has a
special "Stage II" calibration. Matched to this is our "Stage II"
Fuel Pressure Regulator which increases fuel flow at full be.sst by
nearly 12%. To light the fires, our Stage Il ignition package adds
high energy and computerized timing control for each individual
cylinder. You also get our complete Sport Exhaust package and
our new Air Inlet modification, which replaces your clunky old air
filter housing with a fully exposed K&N permanent filter. To round
the package off, we have included a special Ignition Coil, a set of
our custom lifetime guaranteed 8mm Silicon Spark Plug Wires,
and a complete set of Spitfire Spark Plugs.

insure that you get the best possible performance increase. The
plugs are re-gapped, the ignition system coil driver output is
increased and matched to the coil, fuel pressure increase rates are
specially selected and the APC box is calibrated to take full
advantage of the new timing control and higher fuel flow. This
package produces the ultimate in useable street power. The result is
an engine that starts at the first turn of the key, idles smoothly, gets
good fuel economy and in many cases turns the tires in third gear !
Picture it. You pull up next to a BMW 750 in all its 12 cylinder
magnificence. The BMW's hood rises as the driver buries his foot in
it to put you back in your place. Because you have always been a
decent person, you at least do him the courtesy of dropping down to
third gear before giving him the opportunity to examine your
taillights, and you motor off with the glowing satisfaction of
knowing that one more person believes in the automotive magic
worked by Trolls (even if the Group 6 Wizards had to help).

Now all this can be yours now for JUST $1495|
Order Your Performance Package Now!

Group 6 Performance

Call Toll Free: 1-800-722-1809




The Government May Be
The Next Owner Of YOUR Car!

Our government wants to crush all cars & trucks made before 1980. Elected federal and state officials
have introduced and continue to introduce legislation that would rid our highways of all pre- 1980 vehicles
or tax the owners and operators of these automobiles. Listed below are a few examples. Please make a copy
of this form letter and mail both copies to your respective state senators using the address on the
letter! It's up to you, the voting American, to get involved!

Subsection (A) :"The Secretary of Energy shall provide
financial assistance to State programs encouraging the
voluntary removal from use and the marketplace (of) pre-
1980 model year automobiles...

Subsection (B)-(2): Any rules adopted by the Secretary of
Energy...shall require that to qualify for Federal assistance
under subsection (A), at least 50 percent of the cost of the
program be paid for from State or private funds.”

National Energy Security
Act of 1991

To Accompany - 5.1220
June 5th, 1991

"An accelerated retirement program, simply stated, buys
old cars and retires them faster than they would have been
retired in the absence of the program...Controlling previ-
ously uncontrolled or minimally controlled sources might
be cheaper than tightening.conrols on already highly regu-
lated emitters, whether stationary sources or new cars. In
many areas, old cars are one of the few remaining significant
sources of criteria emissions that have not yet been
controlled."

Accelerated Retirement of Vehicles
Prepared under Section 108(f) of the
1990 Clean Air Act

March 1992

"President Bush again has environmentalists crying foul
over a ruling they say weakens the Clean Air Act of 1990.
The self-declared environmental president overruled his
EPA chief last week in quietly granting industry a conces-
sion on emissions... Bush's ruling eases the approval process
for plants when operational changes increase emissions of
pollutants beyond what their permit allows. The ruling was
opposed by Environmental Protection Agency chief
William Reilly who had argued that the law required public
notice and review when emissions would exceed permit
levels."

USA Today
May 18th, 1992

Look for a complete liSt of U.S. Senators
on the reverse side of this flyer.

For more information send a S.A.S.E. to:
Clunker News; P.O. Box 13372; Ft. Wayne, IN 46868-3372

T e o e

"President Bush acted yesterday to let
oil refineries and other industrial pollut-
ers meet federal clean-air standards by
taking up to 40 million old cars off the
road instead of curbing their own smoke-
stack pollutants."

"A legislative struggle in California to
salvage a troubled budget has resulted in
important changes in registration
fees...the Department of Motor Vehicles
has the power, (AB758-passed June 28th,
1991), to charge a registration fee based
upon the current (possibly collectable)

The Washington Times market value of that vehicle."
March 20th, 1992
Classic Auto Restorer
. X February 1992
Clip & Mail 4

Honorable

I United States Senate
| Washington, DC 20510

| Dear Sir,

This letter is to voice my strong opposition to any and all legislation
which would encourage the scrapping of pre-1980 motor vehicles for

I
I
’ environmental or economic reasons.
I

T urge you to vote NO to any legislation that is not in the best interest of
the millions of old car enthusiasts and would destroy a multi-billion dollar
| industry made up of thousands of small businesses supplying these enthusi-

asts.

Clip & Mail

T urge you to vote NO to any proposal that would penalize or unjustly tax
owners of older vehicles or in any way, shape or form, restrict operation,
ownership and the right to drive and enjoy these automobiles.

Stop bowing to the demands of big business and fanatical doomsayers
. and stand up for your constituents. As an active collector car hobbyist/
concerned citizen, I, and millions of others, are prepared to fight for the right
| to keep and enjoy our old automobiles.

oW » diyo

I Sincerely,

I

I

| (Signature)

: Name

| Address

! City, State

| Zip # of Licensed Voters (Over 18)
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Alabama

Howell Heflin
Richard C. Shelby
Alaska

Ted Stevens

Frank H. Murkowski
Arizona

Dennis DeConcini
John McCain
Arkansas

Dale Bumpers
David Pryor
California

Alan Cranston

John Seymour
Colorado

Timothy Wirth
Hank Brown
Connecticut
Christopher J. Dodd
Joseph L. Lieberman
Delaware

William V. Roth, Jr.
Joseph R. Biden, Jr.

Florida

Bob Graham
Connie Mack
Georgla

Sam Nunn
Wyche Fowler, Jr.
Hawali

Daniel K. Inouye
Daniel K. Akaka
Idaho

Steve Symms
Larry E. Craig
Nlinois

Alan J. Dixon
Paul Simon
Indiana

Richard G. Lugar
Dan Coats

Iowa

Charles E. Grassley
Tom Harkin
Kansas

Robert Dole
Nancy Landon Kassebaum

Kentucky

Wendell H. Ford
Mitch McConnell
Louisiana

J. Bennett Johnston
John B. Breaux
Maine

William S. Cohen
George J. Mitchell
Maryland

Paul S. Sarbanes
Barbara A. Mikulski
Massachusetts
Edward M. Kennedy
John F. Kemry

Michigan

Donald W. Riegle, Jr.
Carl Levin
Minnesota

Dave Durenberger
Paul David Wellstone
Mississippi

Thad Cochran

Treat Lott

UNITED STATES SENATORS

Missouri

John C. Danforth
Christopher S. Bond
Montana

Max Baucus

Conrad Bums
Nebraska

J. James Exon
Robert J. Kerrey
Nevada

Harry Reid

Richard H. Bryan
New Hampshire
Warren Rudman
Robert C, Smith
New Jersey

Bill Bradley

Frank R. Lautenberg
New Mexico

Pete V. Domenici
Jeff Bingaman

New York

Daniel Moynihan
Alfonse M. D'Amato
North Carolina
Jesse Helms

Terry Sanford
North Dakota
Quentin N. Burdick
Kent Conrad

Ohlo

John Glenn

Howard M. Metzenbaum
Oklahoma

David L. Boren
Don Nickles
Oregon

Mark O. Hatfield
Bob Packwood

Pennsylvania
Harris Wafford
Arlen Specter
Rhode Island
Claibomne Pell
John H. Chafee
South Carolina
Strom Thumond
Emest F. Hollings
South Dakota
Larry Pressler
Thomas A. Daschle
Tennesee

Jim Sasser

Albert Gore, Jr.
Texas

Lloyd Bentsen

Phil Gramm

Utah

Jake Gamn

Orrin G. Hatch
Vermont

Patrick J. Leahy
James M. Jeffords
Virgina

John William Warner
Charles S. Robb
‘Washington

Brock Adams
Slade Gorton

West Virgina
Robert C. Byrd

Jay D. Rockefeller IV
Wisconsin

Robert W, Kasten, Jr.
Herbert H. Kohl
Wyoming
Malcolm Wallop
Alan K. Simpson

GET INVOLVED!

If you are a car enthusiast, be it some-
one who enjoys looking at vintage
American iron, or a person who owns
a fleet of Cadillacs, you need to get
involved. If you are a member of a car
club, let the rest of your members
know. If your club is a member of a
national organization, let your national
officers know. It's up to the car enthu-
siast to stop this movement before the
cars that we love are either crushed,
taxed (because of ownership), or
restricted from travel on our public
highways. If you don't react now,
memories and pictures will be all that
you have left. Government and "big
business" will make sure of that!
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SAAB ClUb GlﬂS SAAB Repair Manuals & Books
HAYNES WORKSHOP MANUALS - Great for Do-It-Youself repairs.
Recognized by enthusiasts and professionals for their thorough instructions, clear
photos and accuracy. Each manual is based on a complete teardown and rebuild of
New the model.
SAAB CLUB #1071 ~85/96 Va4, 19686 <1975, ... ......iivieiaerestise st rra il
#102 - 99, 1969-19B0 ....00000mmersessarsnssssnrasass =
: #103 - 900, 1979 - 1988 (Incl. Turbo & 16-valve) ............... $15.00
Golf shirts ( )
10056 SpHOI WIS ER 0G0 0t ot teonsl, #131 - 95, 96, Monte Carlo 850, 1961-64 -This 250-page reprint of the
specify size, M, L, XL, #261 ..... $1 9.00 Saab, factory manual covers the early 850 engines as well as the 750-GTs and the
AOY] mae Ll S $24.00 Monte Carlo 850s. Size 5% by 8%, and bound just like the original. .............. $25.00
FUEL INJECTION MANUALS -
W % é F #104 - Bosch Fuel Injection & Engine Management by Charles Probst,
4@ SAE. Explains the theory, troubleshooting and service of all Bosch fuel injection
\ I systems including K-Jetronic (CIS, 99s and 8-valve 900s), and the more recent LH-
Jetronic (16-valve 900s and all 90008). viveiiesesenssinssernsannes P $30.00
#105 - Bosch Electronic Fuel Injection Systems: Shop Manual
(1986) 96 pgs. 207 ill. Covers 1970-1979 models only. This manual has photos and
diagrams of Bosch F.I. systems, but lacks good technical descriptions. A good
companion to the above ManUAL. cveveeeesssssseeremsssssrrrersnsssssssnnsssesennssss $15.00
#106 - How To Tune and Modify Bosch Fuel Injection by Ben Watson
(1992) 160 pgs., 250 ill. This handy guide will help you coax better mileage and top
performance from your Bosch fuel injection system.
NEW! .- $20.00
SAAB Club (More books on next page)
License Plate Frames [ i s s b e e i AR e e e s e e e
Black plastic frames fit all Saabs.
H 30T orasrenereienimnsminaniness HO.00 €0 | Add $3.00 per order for shipping, Send check or Money Order to:
FHA02 icrmssiimainains e OO P plus $1.00 for each additional item. SAAB CLUB GIFTS
| (Shipping included on decals and back issues.) 2416 Lond Rd. #900
SAAB Club decals - Blue &yellowon | Shipping to U.S. and APO Addresses only. ondon Rd,
adhesive backed vinyl for window, I Allow 4 1o 6 weeks for delivery, Duluth, MN 55812-2221
bumper or trunk. Mailing included. Sorty no phone orders or C.0.Ds.
#901 renerns $1.50 € |
02 e W= ranrertrs 4 for $5.00 I Name
I Address
l
| :
| City State Zip
| Daytime Phone (in case we have questions):
| Quan. | ltem# | Description Size Price ea. Total
b
|
40th Anniversary T-Shirt (1ss0.90) |
Jack Ashcraft design features SAAB 92, 5000 Turbo !
and J-37 Viggen jet. 100% cotton, Small or Medium |
only, (L & XL Sold out) was $12.50, | Shiopi
#251 - CLOSE OUT ........ $9.00 IPping
l2.09 cex TOTAL$

35
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CUSTOM-MADE
SEAT COVERS

Front and rear seat covers are avallable
for all SAAB 800 and 8000 seriss. Heavy

polyester/cotion material is easy to
imtnll machine washable. Prices start at

$79.95 plus $6.00 freight. Guaranteed This new Official Saab Service Manual is the only factory-
fit. Available colors: Black, Burgandy,

Brown, Silver Grey, Red, Navy Blus, authorized, comprehensive, single source of service information

Tom, Whie o Im ot and specficiations available for Saab 900 16 valve cars. Whether
Card, and A. E. cards accepted. you're a professional technician or a do-it-yourself Saab owner,
A o e this manual will help you understand, care for, and repair

JEAN SEAT INTERNATIONAL your Saab.

TO PLACE AN DRDER GALLL . Everything from fundamental automotive concepts and maintenance

4 " i procedures to complex electrical system troubleshooting and complete engine overhaul is
1-800-881-0509 .. Clearly explained.yCritical updates and information from tghe Saab Service
Information Manual, the Parts & Service Information System, and Saab
Service Training have been included, as well as fast, proven repair
procedures and tips used by Saab technicians. Even if you never
intend to work on your Saab yourself, you'll find that owning the
Bentley Manual will help you discuss service work more know-

5 | ledgeably with your Saab service professional.

Outside USA (305) 963-4989

. #107 - Official 900 16-valve Service Manual
Suggested 1elall, i it aiiissi $49.95

Saab Club introductory offer ............. $45.00
(price good through 12/31/92)

More Books about Saab

- Dotober 1988

BROOKLANDS BOOKS - Collections of articles, road tests, new model reports,

:.ﬂa:wu::r:re‘ag: : specs and comparison tests from the world's top automotive magazines.

'J“"m;ﬁ:ﬁm s #111 - Saab Sonett, 1966 - 1974 ...........ccccivviininininiinnn, $10.00
September 1989 #112 - Saab Turbo, T S Y $15.00
g #113 - CAR and DRIVER on Saab, 1956 - 1985................. $15.00
December 1069 #114 - ROAD & TRACK on Saab, 1955-1984 ..............0ns $15.00

February 1990
i #122 - From Two-Stroke to Turbo: SAAB in Motorsports, by Anders
Tunberg. (1980) 132 pgs. Thirty years of Saab's rally and racing achievements.

Recalls the exploits of famous Saab rally drivers such as Erik Carlsson, Stig Blomquist

ANd ParERIIDG v s e i i T s D 00

#123 - The Sonett and All Other SAAB Sports Cars, by Bjorn Svalner.
(1983) 144 pgs. 150 ill. Well illustrated history of Saab's fiberglass-bodied sports cars,
including the Super Sports (Sonett ) of the mid-1950s. Printed in Swedish with English

T EE e eaioscrretn el v i paee b st B o g, el .. $25.00

#125 - The First 40 Years of Saab Cars - by Bjorn-Eric Lindh. (1987) 200
pgs, 500 illus. The most complete history of Saab available. Covers the development
of all models from the two-cylinder two-strokes of the early 'S0s through today's

turbocharged, IUXUTY MOEIS. ........cc.oeevecieerieerienissiesnonsosenssiiensessensssssensonses 92950

Order form on previous page




.

oy —

—_——

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Ads offering parts or SAABs for sale or wanted are available to members and non-members.
Ads are limited to 25 words, plus name address and phone number. Ad copy will be abbreviated
and excess words deleted where possible. Enclose sufficient funds with your ad, we do not bill.
No ads will be taken by phone of fax. The Classified Ad rate is as follows:

Members
CARS FOR SALE $10.00
PARTS FOR SALE $5.00
WANTED ADS. $2.00
COMMERCIAL ADS (Parts & Services)
$10.00
EVERY 5 EXTRA WORDS $1.00

DEADLINE: The 15th of each month for the following month's issue, e.g. January 15th for the
February issue. Newsletters are mailed the first week of the cover month.

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADS: Contact the editor for rates and info. Deadline, the 10th
of each month for the following month's issue.

Non-members
$15.00
$7.50
$3.00

$15.00
$1.50

Sonetts For Sale

Two 74 Sonetts, both run, one has serious
rust. Have good extra frame, engine, & parts
for rebuilding. G.E. Newson, 1700 SW 27th St,
Topeka KS 66611. 913/232-4805.

73 Sonett, 50K mi, refurbished, many new
parts, many spares, fair cond, needs paint.
$3000./cbo. Dave Dahms, Box 336 RDZ,
Barto PA 19504. 215/845-2726.

2’68 Sonetts, one is running, both are
complete & need repair. $4000, or separate.
Robert Garber, 41841 Lawrence Ct,

Elyria OH 44035. 216/322-6226 Iv msg.

93s, 95s & 96s For Sale

'69, '72 Runners, Solid frames. '69 needs
body work & brake m/cyl. AZ fenders, door,
new inner fender & Weber carb + other parts.
$975 obo. Mark Lazerson, 7 Dairy Farm Rd,
Stony Brook NY 11790. 516/632-77489.

'69 95 Wagon, V4, 4 spd, exc mech cond,
recent paint & chr bumpers, nice int. w/am-fm
cass, books, tools, records, very clean, runs
great. $3000 obo. Gary/Carol Gouveia, 696
Vista Pacifica, Pismo Beach CA 93449.
805/544-8841 or 773-3976.

'67 96 Stroker, White, clean, fresh everything,
very straight, must sell. $2,900. '68 96-V4, Red,
tight. $2,000. Rob Williams, P.O. Box 25692,
Salt Lake City UT 84125-0692. 801/250-1877.

'67 Monte Carlo, rare, 3 cyl, orig. unrestored,
not running. $3,500 obo. '67 GT96, race ready,
3 cyl, roll bar, fiberglass buckets, headers,
triple carbs, stainless steel expansion
chamber. $5000 obo. Engine parts for Saab 3
cyl. Also 2 extra bodies, offers. Ugo Piccagli,
4511 Harry's Ln, Dallas TX 75229.
214/247-6767. Fax 214/484-5574.

'66 MCB50, no engine, otherwise complete.
Floorboard very rusty. $800. Brian Hanson,
306 Franklin St, Quakertown PA 18951-1726.
215/538-7957.

72 96, a real gem, forest green, very little
body rust, runs great, only 79,000 mi, $3000/
obo. Marian Cremin, 71 W 109th St #5B,
New York NY 10025. 212/866-3448.

2 Stroke and V4 Parts

Used 96 parts, body & interior parts. '69
model. Alan Buck, 66668 Bell Bluff Ave, San
Diego CA 92119-1117. 619/265-1617.

6 new 70 Sonett alloys, $125 ea. Used Sport
& Rally V4 2 bbl carb/manifold/air cleanr $600.
New 9615 front spoiler, $200. 95 Euro rubber
side mouldings for rear bumper, $150. Euro
hdits/grille, aluminum, $350. '69 Sonett V4 for
restoration $1500. Rob Allen. 203/248-8798,

A ton of new & used stroker & V4 parts:
drivetrain, electrical, interiors, body, etc. Call
or write with your needs. Inventory in process.
Rob Williams, P.O. Box 25692,

Salt Lake City UT 84125. 801/250-1877.

99s, 900s, 9000s For Sale

'89 900T Convertible, 5-spd white/tan leather,
immaculate 34K mi. $18,900. Dan Paradis, 114
Apollo Rd, Montrose CO 81401. 303/249-6920.

'88 900 SPG, triple gray, 44K mi, stereo
upgrade, remote alarm, phone, many Saab
acces. $12,000. Steve Robbins, 48 Hilton St,
Darien CT 06820. 203/655-3618.

'84 900 T, 4 dr, blue, 109k mi, loaded, rebuilt
trans, runs like new, exc cond, $4,000. Ton
Dinh, Rt 1 Box 726A, Barboursville VA 22923,
804/973-3528,

‘83 9008, 3dr, 120k mi, blue. Good cond, new
Clarion stereo, dashbeard, CV joints, exhaust,
etc. Needs trans work. Best offer takes it.
Asking $1200, Greg Gulik, 4633 N Lawler,
Chicago IL 60630. 312/725-8721.

'78 99 Turbo, Concours 1st place at
Columbus, maroon, spotless inside/outside.
Sway bars, many extras, too much to list, $8k
spent. 95k mi. See photo in this issue. Call for
photos/info, $3795. Gary Stottler, 1070 West
Dawson Rd, Milford Mi 48381, 313/684-2381,
or 313/685-5730 days.

77 99 EMS, San Francisco Auto Expo factory
demo. Factory A/C, good tires (2 P6's), slight

surface rust, so-so interior, needs eng & trans
work. $400/obo. David Neiman, 1360 Burrows
Rd, Campbell CA 95008. 408/379-3773.

'74 99 EMS, silver, some rust, runs, current
inspection, many spare parts, $500.0bo.
Brad Wertheimer, 2102 Brandywine St,
Philadelphia PA 19130. 215/972-0687.
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99, 900, and 9000

Parts and Accessories
Newsletters 10+ yrs-#60 (5/78) to #187
(12/89), missing #144, #176, $100/obo.
Steve Young, 37 Velie Rd, LaGrangeville NY
12540-5512. 914/223-5613 (7365 Fax).

9000 Wheels, 15 spoke 6"X15" p/n 89-65-212,
exc cond. $200.ea/obo, will ship. Stock fog
lights $50.pr. Douglas Morse, Hayward CA.
510/837-7070.

900 radiator, $50., radiator support $90. Five
24-spoke alloys $75/$300. dash $50. A/C
compressor $100, 99 3 EMS alloys $60./$150.
Four steel wheels $10./$30.

Pedro Tai, 400 Wagner Creek Rd,

Talent OR 97540. 503/535-9055.

4 Avon 205/60VR15 tires, (2700 mi) on flat-
disk-style alloy wheels (no problem on earlier
cars) $520. Temp-use spare tire (unused) $75.
EMS steering wheel $45. Instrument panel
rheostat (new) $15. Bra $25. Car cover (with
stuff-sack) $20. Mark Possoff, PO Box 11,
Haverford PA 19041, 215/896-8098 eves.

99, 900 Headliner kit, comes w/glue, 3'2 yds
& complete instr $87.50. Other parts available.
Trollhattan Motors Inc. 1015A Old Eastern
Av, Baltimore MD 21221, 410/682-4688 or
(1-800 32 TROLL).

Four EMS wheels, w/used Vredestien snows
(40% tread) to fit -87 900's. Will ship, $180.
Mark Moe, 9533 Dakota Rd,

Bloomington MN 55438. 897-3577.

Soccer Ball alloys, $45. Rblt 8V head $365.
Rebuilt steering rack $197. Alternators $65-95.
16V head $375. New AIC valve $118. New disc
rotors $38. 900 Club, PO Box 410634,

San Francisco CA 94141, 800/377-2582.

'91 900 base, 3dr, 5sp w/Saab security sys, 2
mounted winter tires, 23k mi, exc cond,
$13,900, expanding family - buying van,

Paul Sutton, 60 Hillcrest Ave,

Edison NJ 08817. 908/819-8874.

Four 15-spoke alloys, from '85 900T, shod w/
12k mi Yokohama A-509s (205/60-HR15). Exc
cond $600. Mark Buchholz, St Louis MO.
314/645-2431.

Parting out: Thirty-four 99's and forty-one
900's, '73-'88. One '86 9000. One '88 SPG
Anthracite. VISA/MC. Rod Beckner, 604 E 1st
St, Albany OR 97321, Tele/Fax 503/928-6351.

Four '86 900T alloy wheels, (89 65212), 15
spoke 6"X15" w/new (7-8mm tread) Dunlop
205/55 ZR15 D40 M2 tires. All wheels exc, wfin
0.3 mm TIR. Wheels & tires $750. 4 tires only
$400. Wheels $400 for 4 or $125 ea. David
Tatem, Box 141, Thompson CT. 203/923-3221.

» Performance
Turbos .

REO (/T

PERFORMANCE HEADQUARTERS

1137 W. Katella Ave.
Dept. SAAB - Orange, CA « 92667

We Accept:

(714) 639-4933

For 9000: used Pirelli P600 205/55VR15 $25.
F&R brake rotors, just turned, $40. Rear
window louvers, $50. For 900: Roof wind
deflector, $20. For 99: OEM AM-FM stereo
radio from '73 EMS $10. Jack Vines, 3227 E
28th Av, Spokane WA 99223, 800/669-7882
(0), 509/535-8610 (h).

9000T red box tuning kit, APC replacement
unit (02 43 113) 86-89 $150. new in box. Paul
Bottone, 7104 E Jarvis Pl, Denver CO 80237.
303/741-2717.

99, 900 parts, all kinds. Low prices to keep
your older Saab running. We ship UPS-COD.
High Peaks, 351 Lindley Ave, Asheboro NC
27203. 919/626-7117.

900 Bumpers, $35. 99 hoods $50. Rotors,
$25. Calipers, $30. 99 heads, $50. |dler shafts,
$75. CV joints, $60. 4 Gislaved snows, used
one season, $200/obo. Super Inca's 3 mo.s
old, $500. Complete Turbo front pipes $35. 8V
starters $40. Mike Connelly, 50 Bates Av,
Coventry Rl 02816. 401/822-2143.

900 sway bar set, $150. New APC red box,
$175. 900 radiator, $100. '87 S eng non-turbo
16vlv, low mi, $1000. 87S cat converter, $150.
'86 factory manuals, $150. 4 Inca alloys, $500.
'85 Turbo EQ, $50. '87S ECU computer, $200.
Black eggcrate mats, $45. 9000 km/hr speedo,
$50. Rob Allen, 203/248-8798.

Former Saab Dealer from '65-'74, all Saab
tools, manuals & many Saab parts, plus Halda
Spd Pilot, Eng/Trans stand, etc. Robert Fyvie,
201 1st St, Newberry MI. 906/293-3105.

Saab Clarion AM/FM cass unit, w/factory
spectrum analyzer, part #02 73 045, w/code.
From '86 9000T. $250. David Tatem, Box 141,
Thompson CT. 203/923-3221.

Alpine #7380 Digital FM/AM cass head unit.
DIN mount w/quick release bracket. Dolby B
noise reduction, radio monitor, music sensor,
dual pre-amp outputs, 24-sta presets, more!
$125 ppd. Pat Bolmeyer, 1407 Oak Hill Rd,
Wilmington DE 19805. 302/994-6357 6-9pm ET

Wanted, All Models

Red box or Group 6 Fl Computer for 85 16V T,
16" wheels/tires for '87 9000, shop manuals for
9000. Jack Vines, 3227 E 28th Ave, Spokane
WA 99223. 800/669-7882 w, 509/535-8610 h.

Saab factory manuals, parts books, sales
literature, posters, calendars, dealer signs,
pedal cars, toy cars, especially old and odd,
also contact for trading same and 93 parts.
Rob Allen. 203/248-8798,

Owners manual for '67 Sonett Il (3-cyl).
Original preferred, copy OK. Rob Williams,
P.O. box 25692, Salt Lake City UT 84125-0692.
801-250-1877.
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MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION

(Use also for Change of Address)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

SAABS CURRENTLY OWNED

(i.e. '84 900 S 44dr. automatic / '78 89 GLE 5dr. 4-spd /72 Sonett Il /'68 96-V4 Deluxe)

[0 Address change only - old Zip Code

Annual Membership fees for the SAAB Club of
North America/NINES are as follows:

O First Year $29.00
O Renewal $25.00
O Canadian add $4.00US
O International add $8.00US
Please check appropriate box(es)
(Canadian and | | - Money order or check

pw.ablo on a U.S. bank only. Cash O}

First year members receive the most recent back issue of
NINES and two SAAB Club stickers.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “THE SAAB CLUB*

Mailto: The Saab Club of North America
2416 London Road, Unit 900
Duluth, Minnesota 55812

Rear View

Every now and then I wade through
the database (o get an idea of the distribu-
tion of Saab models among the member-
ship. The last time I printed this info was in
January, 1988. Of the over 5,000 names on
the mailing list, 4,183 have reported which
Saabs they own on their renewal cards. If
totals don’t seem to add up, particularly
under Sonett, il’s because not everyone
specifies which variant they own. Some
members own more than one model, so the
total percentage is more than 100.

Model Num. Percent
Two-stroke (93/95/96 -'68) 215 5.14%
V4 (95/96 1967-"13) 419 10.02%
Sonett (all 1967-'74) 312 7.46%
Sonett 11 21
Sonett V4 58
Sonett [11 203
99 (all 1969-'80) 706 16.88%
Turbo only 90
900 (all 1979-) 2666 63.73%
Turbo only 1191
SPG only 70
9000 (all 1986-) T40 17.69%
Turbo only 470

Percentages for the first three model
groups have not changed significantly in
four and a half years. 99 representation has

There seemed to be plenty of interest
at the convention for the older Saabs - the
two-stroke, V4 and Sonett models - and the
newer 900s and 9000s. Conspicuously
absent were 99s. There were several very
interesting examples, including Gary
Stottler's concours winning 99 Turbo and a
very rare 1977 EMS/Turbo (one of the
factory pre-production test cars, in need of
restoration) owned by Rick Comes. But
overall, 99s were few in number. The above
list indicates that there are now more 9000
owners among the membership than 99
OWnNers. s

The 99 Turbo is, to my mind, one of
the few collectible Saabs. It was the first
successful use of a turbocharger in a non-
sports car application. Turbocharging the
four-cylinder engine helped Saab to enter
the 1980's with a true sporting sedan and led
to the very popular 900 Turbo, and later the
9000 Turbo. It also started a trend of
turbocharging among other car manufactur-
ers, and today virtually all have at least one
turbo model. Because of Saab's introduc-
tion of turbocharging in the 99 fifteen years
ago, many people immediately think
"Turbo" when Saab is mentioned.

In the United States, the 99 Turbo was
available for only one model year, 1978, and
only as a hatchback. About 4,000 of them
made it to the U.S. It continued to be sold
in some European markets through 1980,
and included two door sedans. The Saab
Owners Club of Great Britain has a registry
of 99 Turbos, numbering over 100.

Will the 99 ever see the popularity of
the 96/95 or the Sonett, is it too mainstream
to be considered a collectible Saab, or is it
simply in that “too old to be driven, too new
to be interesting” limbo?

On, the joys of running a business from

the computer would make it easier to
receive articles or news releases. What I
hadn't counted on was it happening at all
hours. About once a week I am awakened

by the phone ringing at 3 or 4 am. I always

answer it, then disconnect the phone

because the fax board seldom picks up these

nocturnal submissions (it doesn't like
machines that send automatically).

The only alternative is to use someone

else's machine, for a fee (difficult to justify

when a phone call or note would receive the

same response). The fax number we'll be
using is 218-728-6307.

NINES continues to run about two
months behind the cover date. The plan is

to whittle away a few days each issue and get

back on track within a year. Toward that
end, there is a new name on the masthead.
Michelle Swanson will be handling
office work and assisting in layout. Her
training is in the graphic arts, but much of
her work experience is clerical. It seemed
like a good combination for the Saab Club.

Since the number of technical submis-

sions have dwindled, I've been researching
and writing more material myself, and on

subjects with which I am most comfortable -

- history, competition, test drives, product
evaluations and project cars (though there
has been no time to work on projects this
year). Isometimes travel to research a
story, but when I do, I try to add several
more potential stories. Most out-of-office
trips are good for three or more.

I would still prefer to see more
technical "how-to" tales from readers.

Whether you pound it out on a computer or

scribble it on a notepad, your fellow Saab
owners will appreciate your experience.

I'd hate to have to resort to publishing

photos of Viggen, my dog, to fill space.

dropped from 21%; 900s and 9000s are your home. I figured the installation of a Tim Winker
both up, from 49% and 7% respectively. fax/modem/answering machine board on Editor | Publisher
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The SAAB Specialists

4535 S. Washington - Tacoma WA 98409

.
' ’ TR OLL"A TTA " Open 8am-5:30pm, Monday-Friday

OGRS iNC

SPECIALIZING IN PARTS & SERVICE FOR SAAB & VOLVOD

OEM, OF & AFTERMARKET PARTS AVAILABLE

PARTS DISCOUNTS UP TO 50%QOFF LIST PRICE A Complete SAAB Service Center
CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS Original Replacement Parts, New and Used
% Factory Recognized Service
SAAB 1800-32TROLL VOLVO biperidbots s ¢ 5 a1 1
INFORMATION & TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 410 682-4688 206-474-0177
MOST ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS / VISA, MASTERCHARGE & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED -

Alternators
Starters

Axles

Calipers
Antennas
Radios

Wheels

Tires

Tail Lights
Window Motors

Rack-n-Pinions

GOLDWING
USED SAAB PARTS WAREHOUSE

Nationwide Shipping UPS - COD

\ -
\ ]

i g Transmissions
Engines
Radiators

...... Eﬂ“s

Fenders
Turbos
Bumpers

Air Compressors

Cyl. Hds.

Seats

Over 75,000 Used Parts In Stock
We Specialize in 900 and 9000 Only

Call 1-800-SAAB137 or (315) 625-7969
Rt. 11 Hastings NY 13076
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