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LEWIS ADDS BARBER SAAB TITLE
TO HIS RACING RESIME

After two National titles racing
Renaults, Willy Lewis of Portland,
Maine, has returned to his Saab
racing roots to become the first
Barber Saab Pro Series Champion.
Lewis took the formula car title by
winning three of the twelve races in
the series, and by consistent top
five finishes. The series features
identically prepared formula cars

ed by slightly modified Saab
1l6-valve turbocharged engines.

Lewis began his racing career by
driving a Saab Sonett in SCCA Solo
II events, winning the New England
regional championship in 1976, '77
and '78. For the next several years,
he raced a Saab 96 in SCCA GT3
competition, winning the New England
championship in 1981. He also drove
a 96 in New Meadows Ice Racing
Association events in the mid-'70s,
graduating in 1977 to a specially
built Sonett with a tube frame and
powered by a turbocharged V4.

when the Renault/Facam Cup series,
a series of races in nearly stock
Renault LeCars, beckoned in '82,
Lewis took up the challenge and won
the 1983 title. The following year,
he moved to another "spec car"
series, Sports Renault, this time
sports racers powered by 1.7 liter
Renault engines. And he .won the
1984 National Championship.

When he isn't racing, Lewis is
running his import car repair shop,
Auto Motion in Falmouth, Maine, or
acting as an instructor at the Skip
Barber Racing School at Lime
Park. The 38-year-old Lewis also did
the painting of the tractor/trailers
that haul the Barber Saab cars to

(The trucks are Scania
The

the races.
112 series Class 8 tractors).
design fetures a side view of three
Barber Saab race cars on the side

panels of the trailers. The back
panel of each trailer shows an
engineer's mechanical drawing of the
rear view of a race car.

Where does the Barber Saab
Champion go from here? Saab has
invited him to drive a factory

prepared car in ice races in Finland
this year. He would like to find a
ride with a team in IMSA GTU or GTO,
or possibly SCCA's TransABm series,
but has no offers as yet.

Two Maine Saab dealers have helped
Lewis in his racing over the years.
Stetson Auto Sales in Warren and
Forest City Saab in Portland have
furnished assistance so that he
could continue his career as a race
driver.

Brian Till was second in Barber
Saab Pro Series year end standings,
followed by Eric Kielts, Robby
Unser, and David Rocha.

A summary of the last five races
is on page 9. L

SAAB 9000s COMPLETE
RECCRD SETTING "LONG RUN"
Three Saab 9000 Turbos finished a

three-week 1long non-stop run on
October 27th, and set two world and
19 ® international records in the

process. The "Long Run" took place
on the high banked oval track at
Talladega, Alabama. The drivers,
primarily Saab engineers, included

Saab's famous rally champion, Erik
Carlsson.

The world records, set in a
nategory for regular production

included 50,000 miles at an
of 213.686 km/h
(132.782 mph), and 100,000 km at
213.299 km/h (132.542 mph). All
records, from 10 km through 100,000
km, were over 200 km/h (125 mph).

"The cars, the drivers and all the
support personnel performed magnifi-
cently," comented Olle Granlund,
Chief of Saab's engine and
transmission division.

"I hope the world pardons my lack
of objectivity and pride in what we
have achieved, but I must say our
accomplishment is a tribute to the
high state of automotive technology
embodied in the Saab cars," he said.

The run also appears to have set
another historic auto endurance
precedent since previous records set
were never before held by cars with-
out special racing modifications.
The cars were taken at random from
Saab's production line; their hoods
were sealed while officials from FIA
stood by, ensuring that the cars
received no special modifications.

"The cars will be returned to
Sweden for disassembly and inspec-—
tion to learn more about how the
high-speed long-distance run affec-
ted the components,” noted Granlund.

cars,
average speed




As you can see from the front

page, the new Saab Club logo is
finally complete, Contest winner
Henry Jorgensen and I have been
working toward a final version over
the summer, and this is the finished
product. It incorporates several
eras of Saab automobiles; the
airplane from the early days, the
grille shape from a 99, and the
Griffin that Saab-Scania now uses as
their corporate logo. New decals
will follow soon, and we will
(hopefully) be sending them out tc
those who have ordered them around
the first of the year.

Some reminders about several items
which appeared in last month's issue
of NINES. Margrit Adler reports that
she has received about 40 names for
the Saab Club Assistance Network.
If you are willing to be "on call"
for other Saab Club members in case
of an emergency on the road, please
send your name and address to
Margrit., If you have ever had a
breakdown away from home, you know
how great a 1little assistance can
be, even if it's just information on
a parts store or a repair shop that
you can trust.

Several people have written to me

in response to the "Saab Club
Survey" in the November issue. Thor
Carlson is collecting the
transmission information, and we

will publish the results in the
February issue. Please send your
survey responses to Thor before
December 3lst.

On the subject of the price
increase, some members have tried to
renew into 1989, but because this is
a small operation, we can't project
what costs may be that far in
advance, The U.S. Postal Service
doesn't give that much notice on
their rate increases, and we can't
be sure about the costs of printing,
phone, and basic living expenses.
(This is my only source of incame;
maintaining the newsletter is a

full-time+ job). So to be fair,
please don't ask to renew beyond
1988. We will pro-rate any requests
beyond that at the new subscription
rate. If you want to take advantage
of the current rate, make sure your
renewal is postmarked before January
15198

Though the vast majority of the
mail indicates that you like the
changes I've made to the newsletter,
there are always a few souls who are
disillusioned. The complaints I
have been getting (which amount to
one or two letters a month) have a
couple of general themes: Not
enough information on older cars,
and too much stuff on racing and
fram Saab-Scania.

Firgt Jof all, "I ohnild the
newsletter each month around the
tech tips received from members,
then I fill the other pages., The
tech tips will obviocusly lean toward
the newer cars, since there aren't
many newly discovered procedures on
93s, 96s or 99s. I print all useful
information about the older cars
that I receive. The few articles

that get rejected are due to 1) the.

writer sending an opinion rather
than a tested procedure, 2) the
procedure may actually be a hazard,

or 3) the handwriting can't be
deciphered. If there were more
articles on the older cars, I would
be happy to print them. After I

have filled the regular features, I
fill the blanks with press releases
from Saab.

Second, this is a NEWSletter!
That means new information, new
procedures, events that have

happened recently. So you'll find
stories on Saab sales in the U.S.
and worldwide, and on Saab victories
on the racetracks. There is updated
repair and parts information from
the folks who should know,
Saab-Scania. If it's new, it should
appear in a newsletter.

Another camplaint: No one flashes
their lights anymore. 1In the days
when another Saab was not a common
sight on the road, Saab drivers
often flashed their lights as a sign
of greeting. There still aren't
that many Saabs, so let's keep the
practice alive. But let's make it a
little different to show that you
are a member of the Saab Club (a
secret handshake, if you will).
Flash three times as a signal that
you are a Saab fan. Hopefully,
other Saab owners, who may not read
NINES, will pick up the practice,
and Saab comraderie will build
around the country.

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday
season and prosperous 1987.

Tim Winker
& Nancy Bergman

Saab Club of North America

REGIONAL CLUB NEWS

APPATACHIAN SAAB CLUB -- For info:
Wendell Francis, Rt. 5, Box 334,
Dandridge, TN 37725. (615) 397-2172.

CENTRAIL, ILLIANA SAAB CLUB -- Tony
Percy of the Saab Club of Great
Britain, aod a member of the Swedish
Saab Club, will speak to the CISC in
May. Call Margrit Adler, 1507 W.
University Ave, Champaign, IL 61821.
(217) 356-9244.

CENTRAL  PENNSYLVANIA SAAB CLUB
meets the first Tuesday of the month
at Bube's Brewery, Mt. Joy, PA.

For more info contact Paul Bolesta
(717) 292-5496.

DELAWARE VALLEY SAAB CLUB ——- Meets
the 1st Thursday of the month. For
location and info contact Doug
Signorovitch, (215) 622-7047

GREAT LAKES SAAB CLUB -- c/o Jim
Laman, 763 Larkwood Drive, Holland,
MI 49423, (616) 335-5215.

MINNESOTA SAAB CLUB will meet
December 5th at Viking Parts &
Repair (Andrews Auto Rebuilding) in
Princeton, A tour of GTC Auto Parts
machine shop will be provided along
with a demonstration of Saab head
rebuilding. Contact Bob Swinehart,
(612) 774-4873.

NEW ENGLAND SONETT CLUB —- Next
meeting is Sunday, December 7th at
the New Meadows Inn in West Bath,
ME. Sandy Fotter and Bill Gilley
will be discussing racing in the New
Meadows Ice Racing Association. The
meeting begins at lpm. Write: P.O.
Box 4362, Manchester, NH 03108.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS SAAB CLUB —- 24
hour Events Hotline, (312) 763-4752.

SAAB CLUB NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA ——
Meets the second Thursday of the
month at the Bethesda Regional
Library, Bethesda, MD. Toby Turpin
(301) 384-6732.

2812 Ole Pike Dr, Germantown,
38138. (901)756-0377 H, 363-8030 W.

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST -- John
Zupko, 63 Oakland Ct, Gulfport, MS
39503. (601) 832-6619.

MONTEREY BAY, CA area Jack
Deal, Eurotechs, 211 Cedar St, Santa
Cruz, CA 95060. (408) 42?—3599.

SW OHIO -—— contact Tom Kinnamon,
(513) 874-7128.

DEADLINE for Club News, the 10th of
the month preceding publication.
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